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Save the DateS! 
Spring Clean-Up Week

April 20–23
(Monday–Thursday) 

On scheduled garbage days.
See Page 2 for details. 

Shredding, tire & 
e-Waste Drop-Off Day

Saturday, April 25
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Public Works Building 
7330 W. Fullerton Ave.
See Page 2 for details. 

Neighborhood Business Fair
Saturday, April 25
10 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Parks & Recreation Center

Metra track repairs
June 3rd – 12th

Harlem Ave. will be closed at the tracks

Relay for Life
Friday, June 12

6 p.m. – Midnight
Elmwood Park High School

Join us in the fight against cancer!

Central Park Markets
(2nd & 4th Sundays; June – October) 

First Sunday, June14
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Central Park

Concerts in the Park 
(2nd & 4th Thursdays; June – August) 

First Thursday: June 11 at 7p.m.

Circle Car Show
Friday, June 19  
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

In the Circle

a message from Village President 
Skip Saviano
 After a long and cold winter, the recent warm-up has been welcome news 
in Elmwood Park. The focus now is on spring, and we’re excited by the 
new energy and upbeat mood around the Village. The projects and events 

in the coming months will bring a sense of hope and renewed spirit to our community.
In this newsletter, you’ll be reading about our annual spring clean up and shredding day. If 

ever there were a time to get rid of old boxes and bags of unused stuff, this is it. So, start planning 
now for the week of April 20th to 23rd, when Groot, the village’s waste hauling service, will pick 
up all discarded items for free. No garbage stickers required. Then, on Saturday, April 25th, stop 
by Public Works for the annual Shredding, Tire, and Electronics Drop-Off Day, between 9 a.m. 
and 1 p.m.

Spring also marks a return to outdoor projects, including another round of street resurfacing. 
Phase Two this year will focus on streets on the north side of town. I want to thank our Trustees – 
Alan T. Kaminski, Jeff Sargent, Angela Stranges, Jonathan L. Zivojnovic, Anthony Del Santo 
and Angelo J. Lollino – for supporting what’s likely the largest street improvement program in 
Village history. In all, we will have repaved approximately 16 miles of streets.

We’ll also be working hard to complete our Flood Mitigation Project this year. I know it’s  
been a burden on many homeowners and motorists who’ve had to steer around all of the 
construction. But I’m sure you’ll agree that when it’s completed, the entire Village will benefit 
greatly from the relief this project will bring. It’s also the time of year we start to look forward to 
our outdoor festivals and special events. You’ll be hearing more about them in the coming weeks: 
the Central Park Markets every other Sunday during the summer and fall, the Circle Car Show  
in June, Concerts in the Park, the annual 4th of July parade and fireworks and, of course, our  
four-day Taste of Elmwood Park in August. I hope to see you at many of these great events.

Kids of all ages turned out for the Parks and Recreation indoor Mardis Gras Festival held 
Saturday, March 14th, at the Parks & Rec Center. Games, food, crafts and prizes helped everyone 
have a wonderful time.
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Circle Car show to be held Friday, June 19
The Circle Car Show is one of the highlights of our summer 
events. This year’s show will take place on Friday, June 19th,  
from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the circle. “This is our second annual 
show. It’s going to be even bigger, and better than last year,” 
Village President Skip Saviano said. “We know it’s one of the 
highlights for our residents. It’s a fun night for the whole family.

 
There’s no entry fee for the participants and no charge  
for admission.”

Come and take a stroll down memory lane around the circle. 
Food and drinks will be available for purchase. For more  
information, contact Jim Sabatine at sabslt4@aol.com, call  
708-906-8439 or please visit www.elmwoodpark.org. Hope  
to see you there!

Be a taste Sponsor
Vendor spots still available
It won’t be long before we’re enjoying another food-packed 
Taste of Elmwood Park in August. Each year, the community 
comes together to enjoy tasty items from local vendors along 
with great musical entertainment, arts & crafts, games, rides 
and more.

Our sponsors are critical to the success of the event, and in 
return they can potentially receive the attention of more than 
20,000 visitors. More than 30 vendor spots are available for 
this summer’s festival. The Taste will take place on Thursday, 
August 6th through Sunday, August 9th. 

Contact Jim Parenti at 708-452-3966 or send us an email 
at taste@elmwoodpark.org.

Mark Your Calendars
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Mark Your Calendars

Relay for Life of elmwood Park/River Grove set for  
Friday, June 12
At least eight teams are signed up and ready to go for this year’s Relay 
for Life, the signature event of the American Cancer Society. This year’s 
event will be held at Elmwood Park High School, 8201 Fullerton Avenue, 
from 6 p.m. until Midnight. Relay For Life teams take turns walking or 
running around the track at Elmwood Park High School. 

Money raised from Relay for Life events such as ours here in Elmwood 
Park/River Grove go to fund research, the Road to Recovery Program 
which provides rides for cancer patients to doctors, treatments, the Look 
Good, Feel Good Program which provides wigs and care for women 
battling cancer and several other programs that benefit the community.  

In 2014 Elmwood Park/River Grove Relay for Life raised more than 
$37,000 for the fight against cancer and won the coveted All-American 
Relays Award for the third year in a row.  You may see the award as you 
enter the circle off of Grand Avenue.

For more information, contact Julie Lorentz at 312-279-7263 or  
Julie.Lorentz@cancer.org, or Noreen Lundin at 708-456-2426 or 
nmlundin@aol.com. Or, visit www.RelayForLife.org/elmwoodpkil  
to sign up your team.

Looking to declutter that basement or smooth a pathway through your garage? Now’s your 
chance – and it’s free!

The Village’s annual Spring Clean Up Week starts Monday, April 20, and runs through 
April 23. Items will be picked on your designated garbage pickup day. Refuse stickers will 
not be needed.  Construction materials, electronics and paint WILL NOT be picked up 
during spring clean-up week. 

In addition, the Village is hosting its third annual Shredding, Tire and Electronic Waste 
Drop-Off Day on Saturday, April 25th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Public Works Building, 
7330 Fullerton Ave. PAINT WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED!

“We’ve been astounded to see more and more residents participate each year,” Trustee 
Anthony Del Santo said. “It is a great service to offer to our residents. It helps them get rid of 
old documents that need to be shredded and disposed of properly.”

Tires and electronics, such as televisions, old computers and printers, cannot be collected 
with regular garbage. So, this is an ideal time to get rid of these items.

Residents should place paper to be shredded in bags or small boxes. Small electronic items 
should be placed in boxes if there is more than one small item. 

Public Works also has an e-drop off container stationed at Public Works during normal business 
hours Monday through Friday (8 a.m. –  4:30 p.m.) for residents to drop off e-waste throughout  
the year. For more drop-off information, please call the Village Hall at 708-452-3900.

Spring Clean Up Week set for april 20–23
Third annual shredding day on April 25
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At Your Service

Pilates at Parks and Rec
Mondays from 5:15 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.

Hoping to get toned 
or trimmed for the 
summer? Now’s the 
time to consider the 
Village’s Pilates 
program!

Taught by Karen 
Newsome, the class 
takes place every 
Monday from 5:15 p.m. 
to 6:15 p.m. at the Parks 
& Rec Center.

“We do typical core work, but we also do exercises  
for the hips and thighs,” Newsome said. “We cover 
pretty much everything.” The class is for all fitness 
levels. “You can be a beginner or someone who’s done 
Crossfit classes,” Newsome said.

“You get your money’s worth out of this class,” 
according to Parks and Recreation Director Al Schmidt. 
“I’m so confident about this class that if you’re skeptical at 
all, I’ll give you one free class so you can come and try it 
without having to sign up.”

Please call 708-452-3935 for more information!

Neighborhood Business Fair showcases 
local merchants
Mark your calendar for Saturday, April 25th, for the Grand 
Corridor Chamber of Commerce Neighborhood Business 
Fair. The business fair runs from 10 a.m. through 1 p.m. at the 
Elmwood Park Parks & Recreation Center (2 Conti Parkway).

It’s a great opportunity for Elmwood Park businesses  
to showcase what they have to offer to the community.  
All attendees receive a welcome bag, promotional materials 
and coupons for discounts from participating vendors.

Get more information at www.grandchamber.org or call  
the Chamber Office at 708-456-8000.

Come out and learn about the businesses that are in  
our community!

Elmwood Park GardenWalk
Spring is almost here! If you love to garden and would like 
to showcase your hard work, please contact Boyd Klingler 
to have your garden added to this year’s Elmwood Park 
Garden Walk. The 2015 walk is scheduled for Saturday, 
July 11th from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.

Flower gardens, vegetable gardens, big and small gardens 
will be showcased!  

Please contact Boyd at 312-368-0433 or email him at  
boydklingler@gmail.com for more information.
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Sun & Safety at the aquatic Center  
Applications for lifeguards due by April 15.
Parks and Recreation is now accepting applications for 
lifeguards at the Aquatic Center this summer. You need 
to be at least 16 years of age and have your current Red 
Cross Lifeguard Training and current Red Cross Safety and 
First Aid certifications. Current Ellis lifeguard training and 
certification is also accepted.

“Each year, we get a great 
group of young people to 
stand guard and make sure 
our pool is safe throughout 
the summer,” Parks and 
Recreation Director Al 
Schmidt said. “It’s an ideal 
job for anyone who’s trained 
in life guarding surveillance 
and rescue techniques. We 
take it very seriously.”

Applications are available 
at the Village Hall and at  
the Parks and Recreation 
Center, by contacting Pool Manager, Michael Ciancio at 
mciancio@elmwoodpark.org or by calling 708-452-3935.

Individuals hired for the available lifeguard positions must 
report to work daily and will be paid based on experience.  
The deadline for submitting an application is April 15th.

The pool Aquatic Center will open earlier in the season 
for weekends only. Starting Saturday, May 23rd, for 
Memorial Day weekend the Aquatic Center will be open 
from 12 – 8 p.m. on Saturdays and Sundays. Starting 
Saturday, June 6th, the Aquatic center will be open seven 
days a week for regular summer hours. Hurry up and get 
your season passes. Passes go on sale May 1st!

the Fire Wire…
news from your local firefighters

CPR/aeD healthcare Provider Course
The Elmwood Park Fire 
Department holds CPR/
AED Healthcare Provider 
Courses at the Elmwood 
Park Public Safety 
Building located at 7420 
W. Fullerton Ave.

Courses are taught by 
the Fire Department and 
are conducted by certified instructors in accordance 
with curriculum and guidelines set forth by the 
American Heart Association. 

Upcoming classes will be held at 9 a.m. on May 2nd,  
July 25th, September 26th, and November 7th. Call  
708-453-2600 for more info!

Fire Department reaches  
Centennial anniversary

In 2014 the Village 
celebrated its Centennial 
Anniversary. With that in 
mind, another significant 
date has arrived. It was in 
1915 that the Elmwood 
Park Fire Department 
was established, making 
this year the Centennial 
Anniversary for the fire 
department! We are 
proud to say that the 
department has developed 
tremendously over the 
years. Many of our chiefs, 
officers and fire fighters, 
both past and present, earned 
the honor and respect to 
have worn the Elmwood 
Park Fire Department’s 
uniform with pride.

The fire department would also like to introduce 
our newest member, firefighter/paramedic Joseph 
Witz. Although Joseph was hired in late 2014, he has 
gone through several months of required training. 
“Not only has Joe completed all of the training, he 
passed it with high honors,” said Chief Michael 
Ventura. “I am proud to say Joe is a great addition  
to our department.”
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Senior grass cutting and small jobs program
Seniors in Elmwood Park can take advantage of the Village’s 
lawn and small jobs program this summer. Elderly residents who 
need their lawn mowed, leaves picked up or small jobs done 
around the house can contact Tina Gordon at 708-452-3962  
or 708-261-1154. 

Tina will provide a list of high school students who are 
involved with the program. Seniors are responsible for paying the 
students. The rate is $10 for any size lot.

trips & excursions
Seniors are welcome to invite (adult) friends and family members, 
including those who don’t reside in Elmwood Park, to join them on 
trips and excursions hosted by Elmwood Parks Seniors Services. 
Call Seniors Coordinator Tina Gordon at 708-452-3962 (or email 
cgordon@elmwoodpark.org) to make reservations today! 

Wednesday, April 15, 2015
Blue Chip Casino day trip

Departure/Return Times: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Cost: $25 per person

Wednesday, April 29, 2015 
South Side Chicago historical and sightseeing tour

Departure/Return Times: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
Cost: $35 per person

Thursday, May 14, 2015
Four Winds Casino Resort

Departure/Return Times: 8:15 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.  
Cost: $33 or $43 per person, depending on how many participate
Includes lunch

Thursday, May 21, 2015 
“Anything Goes” at the Marriott Theatre in Lincolnshire

Departure/Return Times: 9:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  
Cost: $90 per person, includes lunch at the Wildfire restaurant

Wednesday, July 22, 2015
“Few kicks on Route 66”

Departure/Return Times: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Cost: $69 per person, includes lunch at the Old Rt. 66 Family 
Restaurant in Dwight, Illinois

Seniors trip to Italy October 5–14, 2015

“The opportunity of a lifetime”
History, art and culture will unfold around you in the beautiful 
country of Italy during this fall’s senior trip abroad. 

Reflections of Italy is a 10-day trip to Rome, Assisi, Perugia, 
Siena, Florence, Venice and Milan. See the Colosseum, tour 
the Sistine Chapel and Vatican 
Museums, walk centuries-old 
streets and sidewalks or enjoy  
a gondola ride through Venice.  
It’s all there, plus Italy’s fine wines  
and delicious cuisine. Prego!

“This is the opportunity of a 
lifetime,” Senior Coordinator Tina 
Gordon said. “We’ve included 14 
meals, including five dinners, in 
the price of our trip. The complete 
package also includes transportation 
to O’Hare, hotel accommodations 
and transportation throughout Italy. 
It’s fantastic.”

Get all of the details and a 
full itinerary at http://gateway.
gocollette.com/link/643014 or  
call Tina at 708-452-3962.

Seniors

Let Dial-a-Ride pick you up
…and drive you to your destination!
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturdays, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
All you need is 24 hours in advance to schedule your FREE, 
door-to-door transportation to many local destinations! Call 
708-452-7300.

Senior advocate Services
For help obtaining information and resources such as 
available social services, local opportunities for fitness, 
volunteerism, education and recreational activities, contact 
Laura Bilben, Elmwood Park’s Senior Advocate!
Call: 708-359-0143, Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Email: senioradvocate@elmwoodpark.org
Drop-in: Mondays, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

LaFrambois Center (Village Hall)
*In the case of emergencies, residents should call 9-1-1.
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Library News... brought to you by the Elmwood Park Public Library

New Online Catalog arrives april 14
Elmwood Park Public Library, along with other public 
libraries in the SWAN library consortium, switches to a  
new software system April 14th. We are excited for this 
change as it brings new changes and features, including:
•	 Full eBook integration, allowing you to checkout and 

download your eBook straight from the catalog.
•	 A smarter catalog that will find search results when you 

spell at word or author’s name incorrectly. 
•	 An easier catalog to search, with all the ways to limit  

your search readily visible on the results page.
•	 An option to receive text message notifications.
These improvements will make your 
time spent on the online catalog faster 
and easier. For more information, 
check our website and eNewsletter, 
or check out SWAN’s informative 
website about the changes: http://new.
swanlibraries.net

Important Note: The PIN number that you use for logging in to My 
Library Account on the online catalog will NOT transfer over to our 
new system. Your new PIN will be the last four digits of your phone 
number, or a randomly assigned number if you do not have a phone 
number attached to your account. After April 14th we recommend all 
users change their PIN to a unique PIN known only to you. If you 
have an email address attached to your account, you can reset your 
password yourself, or staff can assist you in making the change.

Important Note: If you use the Wish Lists or Preferred Searches 
features of the catalog, note that this data will NOT transfer to 
the new system. To learn more about this and how to save your 
information for re-entry in the new system, check out the website 
listed above.

Important Note: During the data transfer from April 11th – 
April 14th the Library will not have access to patron or financial 
information. Therefore, you must have your library card present 
to check out. We will also be unable to place holds. Thank you for 
your understanding and cooperation. 

Program Highlights
Click the Online Calendar link under Programs/Events  
on our website or pick up a newsletter at the Library  
for the scoop on our programs through May.  
Upcoming highlights include: 
•	 Uncover Your Past (2-part series):
•	 Research Family w/ Internet (April 8)
•	 Research Using Ancestry Library Edition (April 15)
•	 3D Printing Class for Adults (April 16 & May 21)
•	 DIA (Diversity in Action):
•	 Stories & Craft in English, Spanish, Polish (April 30)
•	 Neighborhood Potluck (April 30)
•	 Baking with Bogna (May 7)
•	 Traveling World of Reptiles for Kids (May 19)

Boopsie & Bookmyne+ 
Apps
For those who were using our Library 
Boopsie app to access the SWAN Catalog 
through your phone or device, you may 
have noticed that the app has stopped 
working. We have cancelled our service 
with Boopsie.

The main reason for this decision is 
that the new catalog we are moving to April 14th will have 
a new app, BookMyne+, which will become available later 
this year. It will take advantage of all the features of the new 
catalog, allowing you to:
•	 Search the catalog and place holds
•	 Log in to My Account to renew checked out items
•	 Search for and checkout eBooks
•	 Search for and download articles in the catalog
•	 See our Facebook and Twitter updates
•	 Locate local libraries using GPS maps

The New BookMyne+ app will not be available on April 
14th, but we will let you know when it becomes available 
later this year. In the meantime, our new website is mobile 
friendly and is a great resource for Library information and 
searching the catalog: www.elmwoodparklibrary.org

Final Exam Studying at the Library
The school year is winding 
down and finals are almost here! 
Do you have a place to study? 
Grab your books and notes and 
hunker down to get some quality 
studying in at the Library! 

The Library’s Ferrentino 
Meeting Room will be a 
dedicated group study room  
open to students in Grades  
9 – 12 from 4:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. on May 26th & 27th. 
We’ll provide the snacks! Don’t forget, we also have private 
study rooms available for individuals and small groups.

Local Author Spotlight
Tears of My Angel, written by Elmwood Park 
resident Benedetta Lino, is the true story of 
a local couple’s struggle to learn to care for 
their severely disabled daughter. This book 
about hope and unconditional love serves 
as an inspiration for parents raising special 
needs children. 

Staff member Carol says: “It’s a beautiful, 
moving story about a mother’s love and what it takes to care 
for a person with disabilities.”
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Trustee Corner…how well do you know YOUR Village officials?

Alan T. Kaminski   •  Jeff Sargent   •  Angela Stranges   •  Jonathan L. Zivojnovic   •  Anthony Del Santo   •  Angelo J. Lollino

Q:  What do you like best about being  
a Trustee? 

A:  For me, I love seeing all the hard 
work and planning that goes 
on behind the scenes come to 
fruition. What we do here in 
the village makes it attractive 
for families to want to reside 
here. Whether it’s building up 
our infrastructure or planning 
fun family events that cater 
to residents young and old, I 
am happy to be a part of the 
ongoing successes of  
our village.

Q:  What’s your focus as 
Trustee these days? 

A:  Making sure that the 
plans we have set in 
motion are moving 
forward in as timely 
a manner as possible as well as 
looking ahead to what’s next for the 
village. There is always something 
to focus on! Right now the village 
is working hard on making some 
of our business district areas 
attractive to developers. I am 
hoping to see some new businesses 
moving in soon.

Q:  What are your hobbies or  
special interests? 

A:  I love anything outdoors! I enjoy 
walking, bike riding and boating!  
I also enjoy gardening and reading.

Angelo J. LollinoAlan T. Kaminski Jeff Sargent Anthony Del SantoJonathan L. Zivojnovic

This edition of the Village newsletter highlights Village Trustee Angela Stranges!

Visit www.elmwoodpark.org for current news and events and where 
all kinds of great resources can be found, including numerous ways 
residents can “keep in touch” through Facebook and Twitter! Or email 
the village with questions or concerns at village@elmwoodpark.org.

Village Hall: Phone 708.452.7300 Fax: 708.452.3957
Police Dept.:  Phone 708.453.2137 Emergency: 911
Fire Dept.: Phone 708.453.2600 Emergency: 911

Trustee in the Hall Program Call 708.452.7300 to schedule an 
appointment with a Village Trustee; or 708.452.3922 to schedule  
a meeting with Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano.

Go to www.elmwoodpark.org and click on the icon to 
watch Village Meetings LIVE!

iPhone App available now! 
Visit the App Store, search for “Village of Elmwood” 
and keep in touch!

Sign up for Blackboard Connect 
Register your contact info to receive important Village 
Notices elmwoodpark.org.

Angela Stranges


