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Save the DateS! 
Feb 20 (Friday)

2nd annual “Fight Night” 
7 p.m. (Doors open 6:30 p.m.) 

Parks & Recreation Center

Mar 9 (Monday)
Mobile Drivers Unit 
Open to all residents 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Parks & Recreation Center

Mar 9 (Monday)
Road Refresher Course 

for village Seniors 
(Pre-registration required.) 

10 to 11:30 a.m. 
Parks & Recreation Center

Mar 14 (Saturday)
Mardi Gras for Kids! 

11 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
(Teens only 4 to 9 p.m.) 

Parks & Recreation Center

april 7 (tuesday)
election Day 

Polls open 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.

april 20-23
(Monday–Thursday) 

Spring Clean-Up Week 
On scheduled garbage days.

april 25 (Saturday)
Shredding, tire & 

e-Waste Drop-Off Day 
9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Public Works Building 
7330 W. Fullerton Ave.

See Page 2 for details. 

a message from Village President 
Skip Saviano
 As we recently ended one of the most historic years in Elmwood Park’s history, 
our 100th Centennial Anniversary, I am pleased to say I could not be more 
optimistic about our future, especially looking back over the past two years.

 These are exciting times in Elmwood Park – not just because of what 
we’re accomplishing throughout town, but how we’re doing it.

 Working with the residents, the Board of Trustees and I are building a 21st-century community 
while keeping a close eye on taxpayer dollars. Our aggressive grant-seeking and cost-saving measures 
are showing results as we move ahead in the most economical manner possible to achieve our goal of 
building a “New Elmwood Park!”

 The Village Board has a plan and a vision that includes capital improvements and economic development 
projects, investment in our youth and seniors, as well as enhancements in public safety services.

 This plan includes aggressively seeking discretionary dollars such as grant and financing opportunities 
available through county, state and federal programs.

 Over the past two years, our efforts have provided millions in cost savings to the residents of Elmwood 
Park. These efforts are putting Elmwood Park in the driver’s seat on the road to a very bright future.

 I invite every resident to turn to pages 4 and 5 of this newsletter for a list of the cost-savings 
measures the Village Board and I have made over the past two years.

 I want to again thank the residents for supporting our programs. I also want to thank our dedicated 
Village Trustees – Alan T. Kaminski, Jeff Sargent, Angela Stranges, Jonathan L. Zivojnovic, Anthony 
Del Santo and Angelo J. Lollino – for their careful stewardship of our tax dollars. It’s this kind of 
commitment that makes it possible for us to serve you better and improve the services that directly 
impact the quality of life for all residents of Elmwood Park.

Renamed the “Central Park 
Market”, the Village sets  
plans for bigger and better  
2015 farmer’s market.  
(Photo Village Trustee  
Alan Kaminski volunteers  
at a“Corn Roast” booth  
at a past farmer’s market.)

Village officials attend 
gound breaking ceremony 
kicking off the final  
stage of the Flood Mitigation Project! Left to  
right: Village Trustees Anthony Del Santo, Angela  
Stranges and Johathan L. Zivojnovic, Deputy  
Village President and Trustee Alan Kaminski,  
Village President Angelo “Skip Saviano, Village 
Clerk Gina Pesko, and Trustee Angelo Lollino.

April 25th set for 2015 Shredding, Tire & E-Waste Drop 
Off Day; see page 2 for details. (Photo (l to r): Village 
Trustee Angela Stranges, Village Clerk Gina Pesko and 
Village Trustee Anthony Del Santo at last year’s event.)
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Mark Your Calendars
FeB 20 (Friday)
“Fight Night” back by popular demand!
Because of the great success of last year’s Fight Night, the Village 
will host another night of exciting live amateur boxing beginning  
at 7 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 20 at the Parks & Recreation Center,  
2 Conti Parkway. (More information to the right.)

MaRCh 9 (Monday)
Illinois Secretary of State Mobile Drivers Unit to Visit 
Elmwood Park
Representatives of the Illinois Secretary of State’s mobile  
driver services unit will visit Elmwood Park from 10 a.m. to  
2 p.m. on Monday, March 9, at the Parks & Recreation Center,  
2 Conti Parkway.

Services include vision screenings for driver tests, duplicate 
and/or corrected driver’s licenses, new identification cards and 
vehicle renewal stickers. Anyone over the age of 65 may obtain  
a free state ID. (Please note, Road Tests will not be offered.)

MaRCh 14 (Saturday)
Village Kids Invited to  
Mardi Gras!
Elmwood Park kids are invited 
to the Village’s second annual 
Mardi Gras celebration at the 
Parks & Rec Center, 2 Conti 
Parkway on Saturday, March 14.

The festive day features a free indoor carnival for preschoolers 
to 6th graders from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and a special “Mardi Gras 
Teen Night” for 7th graders through 12th graders from 4 to 9 p.m.

aPRIL 7 (tuesday) 
election Day
Make a Difference – Register to Vote! 
Local offices up for election on Tuesday, April 7th include Village 
Trustees, Village Library Board, Elmwood Park School District 
401 Board, Triton College Board, as well as Township officers. For 
more information, residents can call Village Clerk Gina Pesko at 
708-452-7300 or the Cook County Clerk’s office at 312-603-0906, 
or visit www.cookcountyclerk.com/elections.

Key dates leading up to April 7, 2015 Election
(Source: www.cookcountyclerk.com/elections)

2/26/2015 First day to apply for a mail ballot
3/10/2015 Last day to register to vote
3/11/2015 First day of grace period registration and voting
3/23/2015 First day of early voting
4/2/2015  Last day to request a mail ballot, including military 

and overseas voters
4/4/2015 Last day of early voting
4/4/2015 Last day of grace period registration and voting
4/7/2015 Election Day

Spring is (already) in the air at the village!
At the same time Village workers stay prepared for snowfall, 
icy rain and other cold weather consequences, they already 
have set dates for Elmwood Park’s Annual “Spring Clean-up 
Week” and “Shredding, Tire and E-Waste Drop-off Day”.

 Spring Clean-Up Week: APRIL 20-23 (Monday–Thursday)
 Residents can discard everything from furniture, boxes and 
carpet during Elmwood Park’s Annual Spring Clean-up Week 
on regularly scheduled garbage days during the week of April 
20 to 23. Items that cannot be discarded are construction debris 
(wood, bricks, etc.), tires, electronics and paint. 

It’s FREE and it’s GREEN! APRIL 25 (Saturday)
 “Shredding, Tire & Electronic-Waste” Drop-Off Day: 
Saturday, April 25th, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the Public Works 
Building, 7330 W. Fullerton Ave. Sponsored by the Village 
in conjunction with our citizen-led Keep Elmwood Park 
Beautiful Commission, paper, tires and all your old electronics 
can be disposed of at the Public Works Building on April 25th.

“Spring Forward – Fall Back” MARCH 8 (Sunday)
 Daylight Saving Time Starts 2 a.m.  
Just a reminder to turn clocks forward an hour from 2 a.m. to 
3 a.m. on Sunday, March 8th.
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Centennial Celebration

holiday house Decorating Contest  
Winners announced!
Southside Individual Residential Winners

 � First Place: Mr. & Mrs. Brad Walker, 1747 North 73rd Ave.
 � Runner-up: The Jimenez Family, 2000 N. 77th Ave.

Northside Individual Residential Winners
 � First Place: Mr. Giovanni Squeo, 3119 N. 78th Ct.
 � Runner-up: Mr. & Mrs. Joseph Lawny, 7837 W. Sunset

Southside Block Winner: 1700 Block of 73rd Ave.

Northside Block Winner: 2600 Block of 78th Ct.

A big thanks to our local merchants who provided gift 
certificates to our Contest winners!

 � Inari Sushi, 7428 West North Ave.
 � Maria’s Mexican Restaurant, 1905 North Harlem Ave.
 � Massa Italian Cafe & Gelateria, 7434 West North Ave.
 � New Star Restaurant, 7444 West North Ave. 

Year-long Centennial Celebration ends with holiday celebration! 
Village President Skip Saviano thanks residents who so generously donated their time, food and toys at the Holiday Stroll, 
the last of Elmwood Park’s Centennial events. Saviano also extended thanks to those who made donations at Village Hall.

Water rates change this year
As of Jan. 1st, water rates in the Village of 
Elmwood Park increased from just under a 
penny ($0.00979) per gallon to 1.126 cents 
($0.01126) per gallon. That’s $11.26 per 1,000 
gallons instead of $9.79.

The change follows the last year of a 
phased-in increase in rates the City of Chicago 
charges suburban communities for water.

In addition to water revenues paying for 
the cost to purchase and transport water from 
Chicago, these dollars pay for necessary water 
and sewer system operations and maintenance, 
including regular and ongoing repairs and 
replacement of water mains, water meters 
and sewers. Revenues also contribute to the 
substantial costs to implement the Village’s 
massive Flood Mitigation Project.

help keep fire hydrants 
clear of snow!
In the few minutes it takes 
firefighters to dig out a snow 
covered hydrant, a structure fire 
could double in size!

During the snowy winter 
months, local firefighters remind us 
to please not pile snow around fire 
hydrants. Firefighters need snow 
cleared at least three feet around a 
hydrant, and a snow-cleared path 
from the hydrant to the street.

Residents who observe a  
hydrant covered with snow are 
urged to call the Fire Department at 
708-453-2600 so workers can  
be sent to clear it.

Metra Station Parking
Permits now required for  
non-residents
Elmwood Park residents (with vehicles 
displaying Village-issued vehicle 
stickers) continue to park free,  
24 hours a day, seven days a week,  
at the Marwood Ave. Metra Station.

Non-residents, however, must now 
purchase daily permits ($5) or annual 
parking permits ($750) at Village Hall 
to use the commuter lot and are only 
allowed to park from 4 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
Violators are subject to $50 fines. 
Parking availability continues on a first-
come/first-serve basis; neither residents 
nor non-resident permit holders are 
guaranteed parking spaces.
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At Your Service
Police Officers Promoted
Village welcomes three new  
“Men-in-Blue”! 
Elmwood Park also has a new and 
enthusiastic police management team in 
place with the promotions of the following 
officers: Sergeant Robert Klisz promoted to 
Detective Commander; Sergeant Matthew 
Rieger promoted to Watch Commander; 
and Officers Thomas Brown, Christopher 
Pankey, and Evelyn Rosa promoted to 
the rank of Patrol Sergeant. Last, but not 
least, on behalf of the entire community, 
Village President Skip Saviano extended 
his deepest thanks and appreciation to 
two of Elmwood Park’s long-serving and 
honorable police officers: Commander 
David Pisciotto and Detective Sergeant 
Glenn Mieszala.

Shown above, Deputy Chief of Police Andrew Hock (far 
left) and Chief of Police Frank Fagiano (far right) with 
newly hired Police Officers Joseph Borrini and Kevin 
Forrest. Photo to the right: our third new addition to 
the force, Police Officer Lawrence Swoboda.

Received a $5.17 million grant from the Metropolitan Water and 
Reclamation District (MWRD) to be used to help fund Elmwood 
Park’s Flood Mitigation Project.

Reflecting the Village’s strong financial position, secured a low 
interest rate of 1.99% through the Illinois Clean Water Initiative 
for the Flood Mitigation Project. Anticipated savings is literally 
millions of dollars over the term of the (20 year term) loan.

Obtained a $300,000 grant from the State of Illinois to purchase 
property at the northeast corner of 76th Ave. and Grand to be used 
for redevelopment of this site.

A total of $31,000 in donations from sponsors of Elmwood 
Park’s Centennial Celebration helped fund costs of the Village’s 
yearlong special event schedule.

Awarded a $200,000 grant from the Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic Opportunity for replacement of 775 
streetlights with energy efficient LED lights. The Village expects 
to save $32,000 per year in energy costs and up to $14,000 per 
year in maintenance costs.

Received a $8,400 rebate from the Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic Opportunity for installation of public 
Electric Vehicle charging stations.

At no cost to the Village, Elmwood Park was selected by UIC 
as the focus of a Commercial Corridor Revitalization study to 
assess the area of Grand Avenue from Harlem west to 76th Ave., 
Diversey Ave. and Conti Parkway resulting in recommendations 
to further economic performance.

Awarded a $163,100 grant from the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources to assist in site development of Centennial 
Park at Armitage and 76th Ave.

Negotiated a $1.4 million payment from the Illinois Department 
of Transportation for re-construction and maintenance of Thatcher 
Ave. from North Ave. to approximately Country Club Lane.

Received two grants totaling $34,424 through the Illinois 
Department of Transportation’s Sustained Traffic Enforcement 
Program to fund special enforcement campaigns to reduce 
impaired driving and to increase safety belt/child safety seat usage.

Awarded a $6,000 grant from the “Keep Elmwood Park 
Beautiful” committee to help fund the Village’s annual 
Shredding, Tire & Electronic-Waste” Drop-Off Day.

Secured a $250,000 grant from the Illinois Department of 
Transportation to help fund the purchase and development of the 
new Metra Drop-Off Center at 7601 Grand Ave.

Cost Savings Measures, Grants & awards Mean Millions of Dollars for elmwood Park
Over the past two years, the Village Board has worked diligently to move Elmwood Park in a new and fresh direction, with a 
plan and a vision that includes an aggressive schedule of capitol improvement and economic development projects, investment 
in its youth and seniors, as well as enhancements in public safety services. At the same time, they have implemented numerous 
cost saving measures, as well as brought grant dollars to the Village of Elmwood Park in support of these efforts.



5

 
Snowfall 2-inches or more: even- and odd-
numbered parking restrictions in effect  
this winter
It’s Feb. 1st and it’s been snowing… Your phone rings; a recorded 
message begins telling you the Village will start curbside plowing 
the next day, Feb. 2nd. The message continues… Because Feb. 02 is 
an even-numbered date, parking will be prohibited on the side of all 
residential streets with even-numbered addresses. The voice goes 
on to tell you on the following day, Feb. 3rd, an odd-numbered date, 
parking will be prohibited on the odd-numbered side of the streets.

This automated call is one way residents are notified of when 
parking restrictions begin for curb-side plowing following a snowfall 
of two inches. Parking restrictions apply to all residential streets,  
8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday. (Restrictions do not apply 
to Harlem, Belmont, Grand or North Avenues.)

In addition to automated phone calls, residents can be notified 
via email and texting. Register online at www.elmwoodpark.org for 
Village alerts and announcements through the Village’s Blackboard 
Connect alert system or call 708-452-7300.

Obtained a $395,441 grant to fund the Village’s “Green Alley 
Project” which replaced 4 alleys with materials that are both 
permeable and environmentally friendly.

Renegotiated contracts related to ambulance services to save the 
Village approximately $70,000 per year.

Secured a $57,302 grant from the Illinois Department of 
Commerce and Economic Opportunity for interior lighting at 
Village owned buildings.

Officials estimate an annual savings of $6,700 as a result of 
expected reduction in fuel and operating costs with the conversion 
of 6 police vehicles to bi-fuel propane gasoline systems.

Awarded a $2,500 FM Global Fire Prevention Grant to purchase 
smoke detectors and fire prevention education materials.

Early this year, the Village received $5,850 (50% of the cost) 
to purchase 25 bulletproof vests through the U.S. Department of 
Justice Bulletproof Vest Partnership Program.

As a result of renegotiating Village medical oxygen and fire 
extinguisher maintenance services Elmwood Park will save 
approximately $13,000 annually.

Through a Federal Homeland Security Grant Program 
administered by the Cook County Sheriff’s Department, received 
8 APX portable radios which have increased our first responders’ 
ability to communicate with multiple agencies on different bands. 
The radios are valued at approximately $36,000. An additional 
4 radios, valued at approximately $13,500 were donated by the 
Elmwood Park Firefighters Association.

The Village is auditing telecommunications, electric, gas, data 
and internet services to assure Elmwood Park is paying the 
lowest possible cost; savings are expected.

The refunding of the Village’s outstanding 1998 and 2005 Bonds 
resulted in present value savings of $379,786.

Change in telephone service vendors; expected annual savings 
starting in 2015 is over $9,900 with savings expected to increase.

Renegotiating of the Elmwood Park’s credit card rebate rate from 
0.5% to 1% is expected to yield $20,000 in additional rebate 
dollars each year.

Received $21,620 in net proceeds as a result of selling 7 surplus 
vehicles via auction.

Selected as a Local Technical Assistance Program grant 
recipient by the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning 
(CMAP). The Village will receive professional assistance at no 
charge in conducting a detailed review and analysis of its Zoning 
Ordinance.

For the past two years, received grants in the amount of 
approximately $2,300 (totaling $4,600) through the Illinois 
Liquor Control Commission “Kids Can’t Buy ‘Em Here” 
program to support efforts for reducing illegal sales of tobacco 
products to minors.

A $5,000 Safety Grant from the Insurance Program 
Management Group allowed the Village to purchase two EMS/
fire rescue devices to accommodate and assure safe, effective and 
efficient movement of patients with special needs.

Missed the Jan. 
31st deadline? 
Get your 2015 vehicle 
sticker today!
The Elmwood Park 
Police Department 
reminds residents 
with vehicles not 
displaying 2015 vehicle 
stickers they are now at risk of being 
ticketed and fined.

New stickers must be displayed no later than Jan. 31st 
each year. Late purchases are also now subject to late fees 
and discounts offered to Seniors are no longer available.

Sticker renewal purchases can be made online at 
www.elmwoodpark.org or in-person at Elmwood Park 
Village Hall, 11 Conti Parkway, during normal business 
hours. First-time purchases must be made in-person. For 
information, please call 708-452-7300.
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“Super Seniors” – Road Refresher Course
March 9 (Monday) 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the Parks & Rec Center,  
2 Conti Parkway.
Call today to reserve a spot at the “Super Seniors” Road Refresher 
Course, a voluntary program for Seniors (ages 65 and older) and 
persons with disabilities.

The program is designed to give drivers the knowledge needed to 
renew or obtain a driver’s license. The course covers The Rules of the 
Road, safe driving techniques, and reviews Illinois’ driving exam with  
a practice written exam given. 

Following the course, participants may take the vision screening  
exam required to obtain or renew a driver’s license. 

Attendees under 75 years old are able to renew their licenses and 
IDs at the event. Seniors 75 and older, while welcome to attend the 
refresher course, are required to visit a Motor Vehicles facility in-
person to renew licenses and IDs.

To register (pre-registration is required), call Senior Coordinator 
Tina Gordon at 708-452-3962 or Senior Advocate Laura Bilben  
at 708-359-0143.

A Secretary of State Mobile Driver Services Unit will also be  
on-site from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Services include vision screenings, 
duplicate/corrected driver’s licenses, new ID cards, and vehicle  
renewal stickers. 

“Making Sense of Memory Loss”  
and “Navigating Senior housing”
March 10 (Tuesday) 6:30 to 8 p.m.
The following two programs will be held at the La Framboise Center, 
Village Hall, 11 Conti Parkway. (“Lite fare” will be served.) 
RSVP no later than Sunday, March 1: 708-359-0143.

 � Memory Loss: adult residents of all ages and/or caregivers are 
invited to join Nancy Flowers, a licensed social worker, on March 10 
for a presentation on understanding the stages of memory loss.

 � Senior Housing: information to help seniors and caregivers 
navigate through senior housing options will also be available.

Senior Snow Removal Programs 
Clearing out from a snowstorm doesn’t need to be a problem for 
seniors or disabled residents.

 � Following a snowfall of 6 inches or more, Elmwood Park seniors 
(65 and older) and residents with disabilities or special needs have 
snow removal services available FREE OF CHARGE through the 
Village’s Seniors Snow Voucher Program. Snow is cleared from 
your front steps to the street by Elmwood Park High School students 
registered to participate in the Program. 

 � Snowfall less than 6 inches, you can also hire students from 
the same list used for the Snow Voucher Program to shovel snow 
following a snowfall of less than six inches. For example, starting 
price for snowfall 3 inches or less is $10, which includes stairs  
and sidewalks around the house; corner lots start at $15.  
Driveways and garages are not included; however, cost for additional 
shoveling is negotiable.

For information on Senior Snow Removal Programs, call  
Senior Coordinator Tina Gordon at 708-452-3962 or 708-261-1154.

Let Dial-a-Ride pick you up
…and drive you to your destination!
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturdays, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
All you need is 24 hours in advance to schedule your FREE, 
door-to-door transportation to many local destinations! Call 
708-452-7300.

Senior advocate Services
For help obtaining information and resources such as 
available social services, local opportunities for fitness, 
volunteerism, education and recreational activities, contact 
Laura Bilben, Elmwood Park’s Senior Advocate!
Call: 708-359-0143, Monday thru Friday, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Email: senioradvocate@elmwoodpark.org
Drop-in: Mondays, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

LaFrambois Center (Village Hall)
*In the case of emergencies, residents should call 9-1-1.

trips & excursions
Seniors are welcome to invite (adult) friends and family 
members, including those who don’t reside in Elmwood 
Park, to join them on trips and excursions hosted by 
Elmwood Parks Seniors Services. Call Seniors Coordinator 
Tina Gordon at 708-452-3962 (or email cgordon@
elmwoodpark.org) to make reservations today! 

FEB 19, Thursday (Day Trip)
Horseshoe Casino Gaming & Lunch - Hammond, IN

Departure/Return Times: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Cost: $25.00 per person

MARCH 18-20, Wednesday to Friday (3 Days/2 Nights)
Island Resort Casino - Harris, MI

Meal discounts and more!
Departure/Return Times: 8 a.m. returning Friday at 7:15 p.m. 
Single Occupancy: $205 per person (1 guest per room) 
Double Occupancy: $150 per person (2 guests per room) 
Triple Occupancy: $132 per person (3 guests per room) 
(*Cost based on 36 passengers.)

APRIL 15, Wednesday (Day Trip) 
Blue Chip Casino Gaming & Lunch – Michigan City, IN 

Departure/Return Times: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Cost: $25.00 per person
Please note, all trips leave from the Elmbrook Senior 
Residence, 7940 West Grand Ave.

elmwood Park hosts trip to Italy!
March 5th is “Italian Nite” at Village Hall
Did you know Elmwood Park is planning a trip to Italy in 
October, 2015 for Village Seniors? (Adult residents of all 
ages are also welcome!) Come see for yourselves – attend a 
special presentation on Thursday, March 5, 2015 at 6 p.m. 
to hear all the details including itinerary and cost. RSVP by 
calling Seniors Coordinator Tina Gordon at 708-452-3962. 
(“Lite fare” will be served.)

Seniors
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Library News... brought to you by the Elmwood Park Public Library

eBooks Available for Download
Did you get a new Kindle, 
iPad, or other tablet/eReader 
for the holidays? Now you 
can check out tons of eBooks 
for free from the Library!

Visit the eBooks & More section of our website and get 
access to eBooks from Media on Demand and Axis 360. 
There are thousands of new and popular eBooks and 
eAudiobooks for you to check out or put on hold.

If you need help getting all of your apps installed and 
accounts setup to check out your first Library eBook, then stop 
by the Adult Services Desk and we’ll help you get started!

Free Computer Use
Did you know that using a 
computer at the Library is free 
as long as you’re an Elmwood 
Park resident with a valid library 
card? Just bring in your card and 
log in to any available computer 
with your barcode number. You 
get one hour’s use, but if no one 
is waiting you can renew your time for extra hours.

Don’t have a library card? Use one of our two Express 
Stations in Adult Services. These two stations are free to 
anyone for twenty minutes, with no renewals.  

Staff Anniversaries
Congratulations to the following staff as they celebrate 
special anniversaries this year for their time at the Library:
•	 Rose – 3 years •		Carol – 15 years
•	 Ben – 3 years  •		Irene – 20 years
•	 Garrett – 5 years
Thank you for your hard work, dedication, and spirit!

Staff Book Pick of the Month
This month’s pick, The Silent Wife by A.S.A. 
Harrison, is from Rose in Circulation.  

Set in downtown Chicago, this chilling 
psychological thriller will keep you turning 
those pages, eager to find out the fate of Jodi 
and her husband Todd, whose marriage is on 
the brink of destruction. 

You will read this captivating tale in 
Harrison’s unique style of alternating voices as you learn how 
Jodi will stop at nothing to ensure what is hers remains that 
way, while discovering that Todd essentially leads a double-
life, full of lies and betrayal. The Silent Wife promises you 
a roller coaster ride of a tale that will keep you wondering 
what will happen next.

Drive-Up Library Return
The weather has finally gotten wintery, 
so why get out of your car? It’s time to 
take advantage of our Drive-Up Library 
Return box that is located behind the 
Library. Just turn in to our parking lot 
from the Avenue of the Flags, return your books, movies and 
music, then exit onto Grand Avenue. Easy and warm!

New Catalog Coming April 14
As mentioned previously, the Elmwood Park Public Library 
and other SWAN libraries are scheduled to switch over to 
a new software system this spring. Our go live date is April 
14. We are excited for the change and we look forward 
to helping you with any questions you have about the new 
system, but please be patient as it will still be new for us, too! 

Valentine Roses for Charity
Come support The Animal Care 
League (Oak Park) by buying some 
valentine roses. Roses are $2.00 
each, half dozen for $10, one 
dozen for $20. All proceeds go  
to this wonderful cause!  

(Sponsored by the Library’s Young Adult Council)

Program Highlights
Click the Online Calendar link under Programs/Events on 
our website or pick up a paper newsletter at the Library for 
the scoop on our programs through February. Upcoming 
highlights include: 
•	 Repurposed Library: Coasters & Placemats (Feb. 11)
•	 Introduction to Yoga/Pilates (Feb. 12)
•	 Super Stolie’s Valentine Show for Kids (Feb. 12)
•	 Antique Night (Feb. 16)
•	 Vinyl Cutting & Crafting (Feb. 19)
•	 Eat & Make (Feb. 28) 
•	 Smarty Pants Balloon Show for Kids (Mar. 9)
•	 Meditation for Optimal Well Being (Mar. 16)

Keep in Touch with Us
Want to keep in better touch with the Library?  
•	 Visit our new website for lots of great information about 

our programs and services, as well as new books, movies 
and music that are available.

•	 Sign up for our email newsletter. Just select the Programs/
Events menu item on our webpage and select the Email 
Newsletter link.

•	 Follow us on social media, including Facebook, Twitter, 
Pinterest, and Instagram.

•	 Pick up a copy of our print newsletter at the Library.
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this edition of the village newsletter highlights trustees alan t. Kaminski, angela Stranges and Jonathan L. Zivojnovic.
Deputy Mayor and Village Trustee Alan T. Kaminski. In addition to serving as Deputy Mayor, Trustee Kaminski, an attorney 
with a master’s degree in Federal Taxation, currently serves as Chairman of the Finance, Budget & Personnel Committee 
and the Rules and Ordinance Committee. He also serves as liaison to the O’Hare Noise Compatibility Commission. Alan is a 
former board member forSchool District 401.

We’re pleased to report the Village’s Flood Mitigation Project has entered its third and final phase. As we head into warmer 
weather, we are preparing to move ‘full-steam ahead’. 

For residents looking for some indoor fun this winter, we’re bringing back “Fight Night” for an encore! Our second annual Fight 
Night will be held at 7 p.m. on Friday, Feb. 20 at the Parks and Recreation Center. This is live amateur boxing at its best! Tickets are $50 and can be 
purchased now at Village Hall. It was a great way to kick off the Centennial celebrations last year and we think a great way to get 2015 started.

Village Trustee Angela Stranges. Angela, an elementary school teacher, serves as a member of the Village Board’s Parks 
and Recreation Committee and liaison to Elmwood Park’s Arts and Special Events Commission. She also serves as liaison 
to District 401 Board of Education. Prior to her election as Village Trustee, she was a long-time member of the Board of 
Education, and the school board’s first woman president.

Our schools are growing along with our students! In January, the Elmwood Park School Board dedicated a new cafeteria 
and four additional classrooms to the Elmwood Elementary School. This adds 11,000 square feet of space to the existing 
building. Meanwhile, the Elmwood Park High School addition and repairs are on schedule and should be complete by the 

start of next school year in August. The high school will have 18,000 square feet of new space for science, 13,000 square feet of renovated 
classrooms, new windows and a redesigned dropoff and parking area in front.

We’re excited about plans to put a new name and face on our Farmer’s Market Program, held on the second and fourth Sundays of the month 
from June through October. Renamed the “Central Park Market”, we are gearing up to have more stands including those selling fresh produce 
from more local farmers, and more special events, from Kid’s Day to live music, a car show and more! Don’t miss our Central Park Market this 
summer in Central Park at 75th Ave. and Fullerton.

Village Trustee Jonathan L. Zivojnovic. Born and raised in Elmwood Park, Jonathan, a graduate of DePaul University with 
a degree in Finance, is a past member of the Elmwood Park Library Board of Trustees and currently serves as President of the 
Grand Corridor Chamber of Commerce. He serves as liaison to the Village Plan, Zoning and Development Commission, the 
Library Board and the Senior Advisory Board. Jonathan also is a member of the Village Board’s Public Works Committee, and 
the Parks and Recreation Committee.

With our new Metra Drop-Off Center complete, we are now moving forward on the development of a significant piece of 
land across the street at 7550 W. Grand Avenue. Last November, the Village Board agreed to purchase the building so it could be 

razed in favor of new development. The Village Board advertised a Request for Proposal in December and we expect to have bids to consider soon. 
Originally built as a theatre, the property serves as an important intersection – a gateway to the community. We all feel strongly it should be 

used as a quality, neighborhood-oriented commercial development that gives Elmwood Park a positive appeal for both residents and visitors alike.
With warm weather just around the corner, residents can also expect the Village to continue progress on its many infrastructure projects, 

including our Street Improvement Program. Beginning in the spring, we will finish up the work on the south-end of town and begin an 
aggressive program to improve streets on the north-end.
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Visit www.elmwoodpark.org for current news and events and where all kinds of great resources can be found, including numerous ways 
residents can “keep in touch” through Facebook and Twitter! Or email the village with questions or concerns at village@elmwoodpark.org.

Village Hall: Phone 708.452.7300 Fax: 708.452.3957
Police Dept.:  Phone 708.453.2137 Emergency: 911
Fire Dept.: Phone 708.453.2600 Emergency: 911

Trustee in the Hall Program  Call 708.452.7300 to schedule an 
appointment with a Village Trustee; or 708.452.3922 to schedule  
a meeting with Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano.

Trustee Corner…how well do you know YOUR Village officials?

Alan T. Kaminski

Alan T. Kaminski   •   Jeff Sargent   •   Angela Stranges   •   Jonathan L. Zivojnovic   •   Anthony Del Santo   •   Angelo J. Lollino

Angela Stranges

Jonathan L. Zivojnovic


