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Save the DateS! 
taste of elmwood Park

Thursday August 6th through  
Sunday August 9th

Central Park

Neighborhood Watch 
(area 2) 

Wednesday, August 12th at 6 p.m.
Elmwood Park Public Library 

1 Conti Pkwy.

Central Park Markets
(2nd & 4th Sundays;  
through October) 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 

Central Park
August 23rd

September 13th & 27th

October 11th & 25th

Concerts in the Park 
August 27th at 7 p.m.

Nick Russo (Old Favorites)  
Central Park

Pool hours
Starting August 10th:  

Fridays: 4 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Saturdays: 12 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Sundays: 12 p.m. – 8 p.m.

Labor Day, Monday, September 7th:  
11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

A message from Village President 
Skip Saviano
I hope you’re having a wonderful summer and have been enjoying the 
many opportunities and events the Village has offered to come together 
as a community. Our Fourth of July Celebration was nothing short of 
spectacular, and I hope you’ve been able to attend the Circle Car Show, 
our Concerts in the Park series and our Central Park Markets. If you 

haven’t, summer isn’t over yet. Make time and enjoy everything the Village has to offer.
As we look ahead, the Taste of Elmwood Park is right around the corner. Staff and volunteers are busy 

gearing up for what we know will be another great festival with plenty to eat and lots to do. Be sure to 
mark your calendar and plan to stop by as often as you can during the Taste, which takes place August 
6 - 9. Summer wouldn’t be complete without the Taste of Elmwood Park. Plan now to attend.

I also want to highlight our new alley improvement program, which you can read more about 
in this newsletter. The program allows neighbors to join together to participate with the Village 
to improve the look and function of their alleys. The Village bears the initial engineering and cost 
estimates and splits the cost of the actual construction 50/50 with residents. It’s a great way for us to 
keep improving our neighborhoods.

While much of the Flood Mitigation Project has been completed, there is still a lot of work to 
be done. We’re also continuing with our street resurfacing program. So, the Village Trustees and I 
THANK YOU for your continued patience while the work is still underway. We are confident these 
projects will be well worth the wait!

Enjoy the rest of your summer!

Circle Car Show Recap 
“We had bikes, cars, trucks, just about anything 
you can imagine,” said Trustee Jeff Sargent.  
“We also raised some money for the Library.” 
      The “split the pot” fundraiser took in  
$1,620, with $810 going to the Elmwood Park 
Public Library.
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thank you to our generous sponsors

Free admission

Village Events
Back and better 
than ever
This year’s Taste of Elmwood 
Park will include tasty delicacies 
from over 20  food vendors from 
the Village, live music, games and 
rides, an arts and crafts corner, 
and even a bocce ball tournament. 
The Taste of Elmwood Park runs 
from August 6th through 9th, four 
exciting days!

“It’s our signature event  
for the year,” said Trustee 
Angelo Lollino. “You can’t 
beat good food and live music 
all taking place in our beautiful 
Central Park.”

Things kick off at 5 p.m. 
on Thursday, August 6th. The 
headliner that evening will 
be Your Villain, My Hero, 
performing from 8:15 p.m.  
to 10 p.m.

Doors open at 5 p.m. on 
Friday, August 7th. Music that 
night will feature R-Gang, on 
stage from 8:15 p.m. to 10 p.m.

Things get rolling at noon 
on Saturday, August 8th and 
continue until 11 p.m. Music 
begins at 2:30 p.m. The 
headliner, The Shagadelics,  
will perform from 9 p.m.  
to 10:30 p.m.

The fourth and final day  
of the Taste begins at noon 
and runs until 10 p.m. Musical 
acts will begin performing at 
1:30 p.m. with the headliner for 
the evening, Heartache Tonight, 
performing from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.

“This year, we’ve added 
our inaugural bocce ball 
tournament, with teams playing 
for the Mayor’s Cup,” Lollino 
said. “Anyone interested in 
participating in the tournament 
should call Mike Ciancio at  
708-452-3935.”

Along with all of the food and 
special entertainment, the Taste 
will feature a variety of rides, 
games and craft vendors, so it’s 
truly fun for the whole family.
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Village Events

The Village’s Central Park Markets continue to offer a variety of locally 
grown produce as well as crafts and specialty items. The markets are held in 
Central Park at Fullerton and 75th Avenues on Sundays twice each month 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Upcoming dates include August 23rd, September 13th 
and 27th and October 11th and 25th.

“We’re showcasing not only what the vendors have to offer but the park 
itself,” said Special Events Director Mike Neri. “We have crafters who 
will sell everything from specialty soaps to honey to delicious meats and 
cheeses.” Shoppers can choose from a variety of fruits and vegetables as 
well as freshly baked breads and pastries. Stop by after church or on your 
way to brunch. 

Central Park Markets offer entertainment, specialty items

Despite the rain, the Elmwood Park/River Grove Relay 
for Life was a successful event! As of July, the event 
raised $25,000. Donations for 2015 are still being 
accepted until August 31, 2015. Please visit  
www.relayforlife.org/elmwoodparkil or contact  
Noreen Lundin at 773-848-5151 for information. 
    Congratulations and thank you to all of the 
participants and volunteers who helped make this 
event successful!

Relay for Life Recap
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Mark Your Calendars

Pool Update 
The Elmwood Park Aquatic Center moves to a new schedule 
for the remainder of the summer season. Starting Monday, 
August 10th until Sunday, September 6th, the pool will be 
open on Fridays and weekends only.

Fridays: 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays: 12 p.m. to 8 p.m.
 Labor Day, Monday, September 7th: 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.

National Night Out - august 4th

National Night Out enhances the relationship between neighbors and 
law enforcement while bringing back a true sense of community. It’s 
a great opportunity to bring police and residents together to make 
the Village safer. This year’s event will be held at the Elmwood 
Park Aquatic Center, 2 Conti Parkway, on Tuesday, August 4th from 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. Food and beverages will be provided. For more 
information, please contact Deputy Chief Hock at 708-452-3968, 
Village Trustee Anthony “Tony” Del Santo at 708-655-6517 or  
email us at epneighborhoodwatch@elmwoodpark.org.

Register for Play School Fall Session
Play School is for children ages 3, 4 and 5. It’s a 2-hour 
program twice each week in mornings or afternoons starting the 
week of September 8th and running through November 20th. 

The fee is $180. Register online at  
www.parks.elmwoodpark.org or stop in at the Rec Center 
to register in person. Please call the Parks and Recreation 
Center at 708-452-3935 for more information. 

Upcoming garage sale  
dates for the Village are:  
August 14th, 15th and 16th 
and September 11th, 12th  
and 13th. 

For more information please visit www.elmwoodpark.org or call 
the Village Hall at 708-452-7300.

Garage Sales

Fall Fest right around the corner
Don’t forget that the third annual Fall Fest is coming up soon. 
This year’s event will take place September 18th, 19th and 20th. 
Look for lots of food and live music as we usher into the fall. 

“We really like the way Fall Fest has given us one final 
outdoor event to enjoy together before the colder weather sets 
in,” said Trustee Jonathan Zivojnovic. “It’s also another great 
way to showcase what our local vendors have to offer.”

Fall Fest runs from 5 p.m. to 11 p.m. on Friday, September 
18th, from 12 p.m. to 11 p.m. on Saturday, September 19th and 
from 12 p.m. to 10 p.m. on Sunday, September 20th. Keep checking 
the Village’s website (www.elmwoodpark.org) for more details.
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At Your Service
the Fire Wire…

news from your local firefighters

With retiring Chief Mike Ventura stepping down after 33 
years of service, 29-year veteran Captain Kevin Miller 
was appointed to succeed Ventura as Fire Chief. “This is 
a tremendous honor,” said Miller. “I know what it’s like 
to work alongside the finest and bravest firefighters and 
paramedics you’ll find anywhere. I look forward to serving 
the Village in this new role.”

Watch for details on an Open House and Safety Fair 
sponsored by the EPFD in September. Meanwhile, Chief 
Miller would like everyone to have a fun and safe summer.

elmwood Park Neighborhood Watch
Don’t forget to come to one of our upcoming Area 
Neighborhood Watch meetings. They’re held at the Elmwood 
Park Police Station at 7420 W. Fullerton Avenue in the 
Community room*. All meetings start at 6 p.m. “This is an 
opportunity for residents to learn more about our efforts to keep 
the community safe,” said Trustee Anthony “Tony” Del Santo. 
“We also value their input and look forward to their questions.”

Upcoming meeting dates:
August 12th – Area 2 (Diversey Avenue to Grand Avenue)* 
September 9th – Area 3 (Grand Avenue to Armitage Avenue) 
October 7th – Area 4 (Armitage Avenue to North Avenue)
* Please note the August 12th meeting will be held at the Elmwood
Park Public Library instead of at the Police Station.

Fire Department Passing the torch 

50/50 Sidewalk Program
Do you have a sidewalk that needs a facelift? Take advantage 
of the Village’s 50/50 Sidewalk program. Per sidewalk 
square cost is $125, but residents pay just $62.50 per square.  

tree trimming & Removal
Get free trimming of trees located on parkways. Remember, 
trees on parkways may be removed only by the Village. Trees 
located on private property may not be cut down without prior 
approval from the Village.

For more information about any these programs, call Public 
Works at 708-452-3945 or visit www.elmwoodpark.org.

Village Alley Improvement Program
Village Trustees have approved a plan to allow property owners 
the chance to have their alleys improved through a Special Service 
Area (SSA). Under the plan, the Village covers the costs of the 
initial engineering and cost estimates. The cost of the actual project 
is split 50/50 between the Village and residents in the SSA. “It’s 
a good way for residents to get a newly constructed and improved 
alley in an affordable fashion,” said Village President Skip Saviano. 
“We hope residents will consider this option.”

Neighbors must first collect petition signatures to request they 
be made part of an SSA. If 75 percent of the property owners 
adjacent to an alley sign the petition, preliminary costs estimates 
can be prepared. 

After a public meeting is held to answer any questions and if 
75 percent of affected property owners then wish to proceed, the 
Village will begin to establish the SSA. This process can take 
anywhere from 130 to 150 days. Actual construction of the alley 
improvements would normally take six to eight weeks. The annual 
cost per resident is included on the real estate tax bill for each 
property in the SSA. Total costs will be spread over a ten-year 
period. For more information, please contact the Village Hall  
at 708-452-7300.

Public Works Seasonal advantage
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trips & excursions
Seniors are welcome to invite (adult) friends and family members, 
including those who don’t reside in Elmwood Park, to join them 
on trips and excursions hosted by the Village of Elmwood Park. 
Call Senior Coordinator Tina Gordon at 708-452-3962 (or email 
cgordon@elmwoodpark.org) to make reservations today!

U.S. Mail Cruise on Lake Geneva, WI 
Thursday, August 13, 2015

Cost: $76 per person, includes luncheon buffet at the Abby
Departure/Return Times: 7 a.m. to 6 p.m. (approx.)

Horseshoe Casino (day tour) 
Friday, August 27, 2015 

Cost: $25 per person, includes lunch buffet
Departure/Return Times: 8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Blue Chip Casino 
Wednesday, September 16, 2015

Cost: $25 per person, includes lunch buffet
Departure/Return Times: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. (approx.)

Hedda Hopper Musical/Comedy at Camelot Banquets  
in Hickory Hills  Wednesday, September 23, 2015

Cost: $63 per person, includes lunch and show
Departure/Return Times: 10:45 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Four Winds Casino Resort (day tour) 
Thursday, October 22, 2015

Cost: 32 @ $33 per person, 24 @ $43 per person (includes lunch) 
Departure/Return Times: 8:15 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. (approx.)

Island Resort and Casino Resort in Harris, MI
Wednesday – Friday, November 4 – 6, 2015 (3 days/2 nights)

NEW PRICE $166.00 per person DBL, $237.00 per person SNGL  
$143.00 per person TRPL. Departure/Return Times: 8:00 a.m. to 
7:00 p.m. (approx.)

Elf, The Broadway Musical, Marriott Theater, Lincolnshire
Thursday, December 3, 2015

Cost: $90 per person, incl. lunch at Wildfire ($10 deposit due now!)
Departure/Return Times: 9:45 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

Seniors

Medicare Open enrollment: Oct. 15th – 
Dec. 7th

The Village of Elmwood Park is now a Senior Health Insurance 
Program (SHIP) site. That means we can assist seniors with 
questions about Medicare benefits and provide assistance with 
enrolling or changing plans during the open enrollment period.

During the open enrollment period, those on Medicare can:
•	 Change from original Medicare to a  

Medicare Advantage Plan
•	 Change from Medicare Advantage to Original Medicare
•	 Join, drop or switch Part D drug plans

Be sure to contact Laura Bilben, Elmwood Park Senior 
Advocate and Certified SHIP Counselor for more information at 
708-359-0143 or email: senioradvocate@elmwoodpark.org.

Power of attorney/Living Wills 
Tuesday, October 20, 2015 at 1 p.m. in the La Frambois 
Center, 11 W. Conti Parkway
Learn in detail what a power of attorney and living will are 
and why you might want to consider them. You will learn 
the advantages and disadvantages of these documents. Come 
prepared to ask questions.

Meanwhile, the Center for Disability and Elder Law will be 
drafting power of attorney and living will documents FREE of 
charge for seniors on Monday, October 26, at the Elmwood Park 
Recreation Center, 2 W. Conti Parkway.

Appointment times are available at 1 p.m. and 2 p.m. Please 
contact Senior Advocate Laura Bilben at 708-359-0143 or by email 
at senioradvocate@elmwoodpark.org to schedule your appointment. 

Senior Club Open house 
The Elmwood Park Senior Club is having an OPEN HOUSE 
September 21, 2015, at 12:30 p.m. to kick off the first meeting 
of the season. There will be refreshments and entertainment. 
Kat Litrenta will be performing. Anyone 55 or older can join in 
on the fun. This event will be held at the Parks and Recreation 
Center. Hope to see you there!

Limited time left to book your trip to Italy! 

10-day trip to Rome, Assisi,  
Perugia, Siena, Florence,  
Venice and Milan.  
October 5 – 14, 2015.  
Call Tina at 708-452-3962  
for more details.
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Library News... brought to you by the Elmwood Park Public Library

Youth Services Redesign
In early August we will be redesigning 
our Youth Services Department in order 
to create a more welcoming space. This 
project will bring better organization and 
flow, brighter colors, and new opportunities 
for interactive, imaginative play for young 
children. 

Parts of Youth Services will be 
closed off for the first week of August, 
and after that there will be a bit of dust 
as the project continues for a couple of weeks, so please be 
patient. Staff will be available to help you and provide access to 
materials and computers, so don’t hesitate to stop in. We are very 
excited about this project and hope you will be, too!

To make this project possible, Elmwood Park Public Library 
applied for and received the Live & Learn Construction Grant, 
which is generously funded by Jesse White, Secretary of State 
and State Librarian, and the Illinois State Library. Thank you!

Museum Passes
Did you know that the Library participates in the Adventure 
Museum Pass program? With your Elmwood Park Public Library 
card you can check out one-week passes to over 15 unique 
suburban destinations, including:

•	 Bronzeville Children’s Museum
•	 Brookfield Zoo
•	 Cantigny Park
•	 Chicago Botanic Garden
•	 Legoland Discovery Center
•	 Naper Settlement
Passes vary and are good for free 

admission, parking or special discounts. Stop by and check out a 
pass today for a fun family outing!

Schedule a One-on-One Session
Need help using MS Word or some other program 
on the computer? Want to learn to checkout, 
download, and read eBooks on your device? 

Schedule a one-on-one session with a librarian 
to get help with whatever technological questions 
you need answered. 

New Skateboard & Bike Racks
This summer we added a new skateboard 
and scooter rack to the right of the 
Library’s entrance. We also added 
additional bike racks. 

Don’t have a lock for your bike or 
skateboard? Just ask at the Circulation 
Desk and we can check one out to you 

with your Library card or school ID. 

Back to School 
School is just around the 
corner so don’t forget the 
Library this fall. We’ve got the 
tools to help you succeed!

 Textbooks The public 
school textbooks are 
available at the Library. Use 
them at the Library or make copies of what you need. 

 Study Rooms Reserve a Study Room for a quiet place to 
study or for space to work on a group project! Just bring your 
student ID and use the room for up to two hours. You can also 
reserve a room up to two weeks in advance.

 Online Tutoring Brainfuse 
is an online tutoring program 
offered free at the Library! 
Connect from home via our 
website, through the computers at the Library, or download 
the app to your phone or tablet. Just select your grade and 
subject and be connected to a tutor who will help you using 
chat and whiteboard technology. Skills building, practice 
tests, flashcards, and a writing lab area also available. 

Upcoming event highlights
Check our website or pick up a newsletter at the Library for the 
scoop on our programs through July. Upcoming highlights include: 

•	 Look for the Library booth at the Taste of Elmwood Park 
(August 6 – 9)

•	 Learn the New Online Catalog (August 11 & 24)
•	 Adult Book Discussion: Persepolis (August 18)
•	 Job Search Tools (August 20)
•	 Eat & Make: Salsa and Glass Bowls (August 22) 

Staff pick of the month
Stephen King’s The Stand is this month’s staff 
pick from Mary Ann in Technical Services. 

This book is definitely on my top 5 list 
of all-time favorites. A glass vial of an 
extremely aggressive virus is dropped and 
breaks in a lab. It quickly kills the people 
in the building, all except one technician, 
who gets past the security measures and 
leaves the premises. The virus spreads 
throughout the country and kills about 
90% of population. But the story is 
not about the virus. It’s about the last 
10% of people who are immune to the virus, and must 
struggle to survive in a transformed world. The survivors break 
into two groups, and it becomes a story of relationships, survival 
and Good vs. Evil. It is THE best story I’ve ever read; five times 
in the course of 20 years and it still fascinates me. Once you start 
reading, you won’t be able to put it down.
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Visit www.elmwoodpark.org for current news and events and where all kinds of great resources can be found, including numerous ways 
residents can “keep in touch” through Facebook and Twitter! Or email the village with questions or concerns at village@elmwoodpark.org.

Village Hall: Phone 708.452.7300 Fax: 708.452.3957
Police Dept.:  Phone 708.453.2137 Emergency: 911
Fire Dept.: Phone 708.453.2600 Emergency: 911

Trustee in the Hall Program Call 708.452.7300 to schedule an 
appointment with a Village Trustee; or 708.452.3922 to schedule  
a meeting with Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano.

Trustee Corner…how well do you know YOUR Village officials?

Alan T. Kaminski • Jeff Sargent • Angela Stranges • Jonathan L. Zivojnovic • Anthony Del Santo • Angelo J. Lollino

Q:  What do you like best about being 
a Trustee? 

A:  The most gratifying aspect of being a 
Trustee of Elmwood Park is that I get 
to give back to the community that 
I know and love. I love seeing this 
community evolve and develop which 
makes all the hard work we put in 
well worth it. 

Q:  What’s your focus as a Trustee  
these days? 

A:  Right now a lot of my focus is on 
economic development, as we have 
a lot of great projects going on in 
town. Specifically, we are working 
on vamping up our business districts, 
such as Grand Avenue and North and 
Harlem, just to name a few. 

Q:  What are your hobbies or special 
interests?

A:  My biggest interests and hobbies 
include the food industry. From 
owning Massa to creating new gelato 
flavors and roasting coffee at my 
commissary, food projects are what I 
enjoy doing most. I also like to swing 
the golf clubs from time to time!

Angela StrangesAlan T. Kaminski Jeff Sargent Anthony Del SantoJonathan L. Zivojnovic

This edition of the Village newsletter highlights Village Trustee Angelo J. Lollino


