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Save the DateS! 
Metra track Repairs

June 3 – 12
Harlem Ave. will be closed  

at the tracks

Relay for Life
Friday, June 12

6 p.m. – Midnight
Elmwood Park High School

Join us in the fight against cancer!

Central Park Markets
(2nd & 4th Sundays;  
June – October) 

First Market: Sunday, June 14
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Central Park

Concerts in the Park 
(2nd & 4th Thursdays;  

June – August) 
First Concert: 

Thursday, June 11 at 7 p.m.

Circle Car Show
Friday, June 19  
6 p.m. – 9 p.m.

In the Circle

July 4th Parade & Fireworks
Parade steps off at 10 a.m.  

in the Circle
Evening of entertainment & 

fireworks 5:30 p.m. – 10 p.m.
Elmwood Park High School

A message from Village President 
Skip Saviano
 I hope you saw the recent Chicago Tribune article that featured Elmwood Park 
among the Chicago area’s hottest neighborhoods. We like to think of it as further 
validation of our focus on making the community clean, safe and beautiful.

And yet, it’s really no surprise to anyone who’s followed our story in Elmwood Park. We knew it 
would take time to rebound from the mortgage crisis and the foreclosures we had to deal with, but 
we’re moving well past that point and are continuing to see great success. 

Elmwood Park has long enjoyed the benefits of its unique size, location and access to transportation. 
Residents are able to take advantage of Elmwood Park’s close proximity to Chicago while also 
appreciating the smaller look, feel and safety of a suburban community. We have our own stop on 
Metra, great local restaurants and merchants, beautiful neighborhoods, excellent schools and a 
close-knit community with countless activities. 

Meanwhile, the 2014-15 street resurfacing program will, upon completion, repave roughly 20 miles 
of streets. Our successful economic development efforts have landed the Village a new McDonald’s 
restaurant, a new environmentally-friendly NASCAR car wash, and new streetscaping along the 
Harlem and Grand corridor. The Village is also in the third year of a massive flood mitigation project 
that will benefit homes in the entire community.

I think it’s clear that people see real value in Elmwood Park. We’re becoming the place where 
people know they can buy an affordable home, raise a family, have access to the city and still enjoy 
the look and feel of a smaller town. I want to thank the residents for their continued support and 
patience during the construction. I also want to tip my hat to our Trustees and all of our staff members 
who come to work each day to make Elmwood Park a better place. Working together is certainly 
paying off.

The Elmwood Park Aquatic Center opens for regular summer hours on Saturday, June 6 through 
Sunday, August 9. Regular hours are from 12 p.m. to 8 p.m. seven days a week. Swimmers got a 
jump start on the new season when the pool opened early for the last two weeks of May.
Special holiday hours of 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. will be in effect on July 4 and Labor Day, September 7. 
The pool will be open on weekends only from August 10 through Labor Day weekend. Get your 
pool passes today or call 708-452-3935 for more details.

Get ready to cool off
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Village Events

Thanks to the residents of Elmwood Park, we recycled 9.5 tons of 
paper, 1.87 tons of tires, and 8.7 tons of electronics! This was our  
most successful event yet!

time to party like it’s 1776
The Village is gearing up for a star-spangled celebration on the 
Fourth of July. It’s hard to imagine a better or more patriotic way 
to celebrate our nation’s birthday than with friends and neighbors 
right here in Elmwood Park.

It all starts with the annual parade featuring a variety of floats, 
musical entrants and community leaders. It all steps off at 10 
a.m. in the Circle, just outside of Village Hall and concludes at 
Elmwood Park High School.

“This is always one of the highlights of the year,” said Trustee 
Alan Kaminski. “We hope everyone can enjoy some or all of the 
activities as well as the great food.”

Applications for the 2015 4th of July parade are available 

online at www.elmwoodpark.org and at Village Hall. The parade 
entry fee is $100, which is waived for nonprofit organizations. 
For more information, call 708-452-7300 or by email at  
village@elmwoodpark.org.

The gates open for evening activities at the high school at 
5:30 p.m. Music begins at 6:30 p.m. featuring Generation (’70s 
Arena Rock and Blue Eyed Soul). Food and beverages will be 
sold during the evening. A spectacular fireworks display will 
begin shortly 
after dusk, with 
the activities 
concluding  
at 10 p.m.

third annual Shredding, tire and electronic Waste Day a hUGe Success!
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Mark Your Calendars

Concerts in the Park
Concerts in the Park get rockin’ and rollin’ on Thursday, June 
11th at Central Park, 75th Avenue and Fullerton, at 7 p.m., 
featuring Mike Brock of Herman’s Hermits and Bob Abrams  
of the Buckinghams. Mike Valentine & The Heartbeats perform 
a Tribute to the Legends of Rock & Roll on Thursday, June 
25th, the group 8 Track plays music from the ’70s and ’80s on 
Thursday, July 9th, The Twisters perform hits from the ’50s, 
’60s and ’70s, on Thursday, July 23rd and Nick Russo provides 
favorites from Frank Sinatra, Dean Martin and more on 
Thursday, August 27th.

Central Park 
Market
It wouldn’t be summer 
without our Central 
Park Market (formerly 
Farmers Market). Plan 
now to stop by for fresh 
produce and a variety of 
other treats and items for 
sale twice each month  
on Sunday mornings 

from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. at Central Park. Fun for the whole family! 
Watch the Village’s website for upcoming events at these 

Markets! This summer’s schedule:
June 14 & 28 September 13 & 27
July 12 & 26 October 11 & 25 
August 23 

Circle Car Show
Cars, trucks and motorcycles, Oh My! It’s the annual Circle Car 
Show in the Conti Parkway Circle on Friday, June 19th from 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. This is a great chance to admire the handiwork 
of collectors and appreciate the makes and models of yesteryear.  
“It’s a fun-filled family event that is ideal for all ages on a warm 
summer night!” says Trustee Jeff Sargent. 

Food and beverages will be sold. There is no charge 
for admission and no entry fee for participants. For more 
information, contact Jim Sabatine at 708-906-8439 or email Jim 
at sabslt4@aol.com.

Garage sale dates for 2015
The Village has approved the following dates for holding garage 
sales for 2015:

June 5, 6, and 7 August 14, 15, and 16
July 10, 11, and 12 September 11, 12, and 13

Start planning now to declutter your basement or garage. You 
never know, someone might need that item you retired long 
ago. Please stop by the Village Hall, 11 Conti Parkway to obtain 
your garage sale permit or call 708-452-3900 for more details!  
(Residents are only allowed to host one garage sale per year)

elmwood Park’s got it all this summer
Elmwood Park is known for its variety of summer events, and this year is no exception. Whether it’s buying locally grown produce at 
the Central Park Market, enjoying a summer concert in the park or marveling at a restored vintage automobile, you’ll find plenty to see 
and do this summer.
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Mark Your Calendars
Relay for Life set for July 12
Join the fight against cancer
Are you a cancer survivor or know 
someone who is? Do you want to help 
in the fight against cancer? Then this 
is an opportunity you won’t want to 
miss. Plan now to join a team for the 
Elmwood Park/River Grove Relay for 
Life on Friday, June 12th at Elmwood 
Park High School. 

Relay for Life events are held in 
5,200 communities in 20 countries 
as the principle fundraiser for the American Cancer Society. Join us on the track from 6 p.m. until 
midnight. Because it’s a team event, participants do not have to be present for the entire time. 

Learn more at www.relayforlife.org/elmwoodparkil or contact Noreen Lundin at 708-456-2426.

elmwood Park Garden Club 
Garden Walk
Come on out for the Elmwood Park 
Garden Walk, on Saturday, July 11. 

This year’s walk is from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. and will feature flower 
gardens and vegetable gardens of all 
sizes. Tickets are $5 each and can be 
purchased at the first stop, Centennial 
Park, at Armitage and 76th Avenue. 
You’ll receive your garden walk guide 
at the time of purchase. Be sure to 
check out the raised garden beds at Centennial Park, including 
one created by the Elmwood Park Garden Club. “Here’s a great 
opportunity to view all the hidden treasures in our beautiful 
village,” said Village Clerk Gina Pesko.

If you would like to showcase your garden or to get more 
information, contact Boyd Klingler at 312-368-0433 or email him 
at boydklingler@gmail.com.

This year’s Taste of Elmwood Park runs from 
August 6th to August 9th in Central Park, 
featuring more than 20 food vendors from 
the Village of Elmwood Park. The Taste will 
showcase hours of live entertainment along 
with arts and craft booths, 
dozens of food choices, 
fun and games for the kids. 
This year’s festival will also 
include the inaugural bocce 
ball tournament. Teams will 
play for the Mayor’s Cup. 
Interested in playing?  
Call Mike Ciancio at  
708-452-3935. 

“Please check the  
Village’s website at  
www.elmwoodpark.org  
for entertainment and food 
vendor information,” said 
Trustee Angelo Lollino.  
“This is definitely one event 
you will not want to miss!”

Keeping kids safe
Child restraint technicians available June 19
Do you want to make sure your child 
restraint seat is properly installed? Are 
you an expectant parent and need some 
help with that new car seat? We’re 
offering a free check-up by qualified 
technicians. 

Inspections will be held in the 
Circle on Friday, June 19, 2015 
from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. Inspections will be by appointment only. 
Registration forms are available for download from the Village’s 
website (www.elmwoodpark.org). Please submit your form by 
June 8th and you will be notified by email of your appointment 
time. The process takes about 30 minutes. Please bring your 
driver’s license or state identification with you.

For more information or if you have any questions, contact the 
Elmwood Park Police Department at 708-453-2137 and ask for 
Sergeant Rosa or Officer Barrile.

Save the dates! 
august 6th–9th

FUN  
FOR ALL 

AGES

4  
AWESOME 

DAYS!
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At Your Service
the Fire Wire…

news from your local firefighters

Fire Department coordinates protection
If you’ve ever wondered why you see  fire department vehicles 
from another town in Elmwood Park, it’s likely because of a 
program called MABAS. It stands for Mutual Aid Box Alarm 
System that’s been around since the late 1960s. Whenever 
there is a major fire or incident in which additional support 
is needed, Elmwood Park can call upon our neighboring 
communities for help through the MABAS system.

There are two main kinds of assistance we received. 
The first is called Automatic Aid, which is the pre-arranged 
response of neighboring fire departments to a major crisis 
in Elmwood Park. The second type of assistance is called 
Mutual Aid. This is simply a response that occurs when  
an incident escalates to a point where additional support  
is necessary.

In some cases, a fire crew from another town might be 
the first responder in Elmwood Park, if the ambulance and 
paramedics in Elmwood Park are already busy handling an 
emergency response. Likewise, Elmwood Park crews may 
respond in like manner for a neighboring community. The 
result is quicker response times when residents need it most.

Keeping elmwood Park safe 
Elmwood Park has a unique advantage when 
it comes to fighting crime. We partner with 
neighboring communities whenever possible to 
maximize resources to respond to emergencies 
and keep our community safe. Among the many 
examples:

The Northern Illinois Police Alarm System 
(NIPAS) is a joint venture of suburban municipal 
police departments in the Chicago area. Formed 
in 1983 to ensure effective police mutual aid in 
times of natural disasters, the system has grown 
to include 93 communities, including Elmwood 

Park. NIPAS helps to ensure an adequate response to things like 
public demonstrations, large or disorderly crowds or a natural 
disaster.

The West Suburban Enhanced Drug/Gang 
Enforcement (WEDGE) is designed to prevent 
and disrupt criminal activity throughout the 
member municipal jurisdictions. Objectives 
include gathering intelligence concerning criminal 
activity, focusing enforcement efforts where 
criminal activity is prevalent and assisting with 
short-term tactical operations as needed.

The West Suburban Major Crimes Task Force (WESTAF) 
involves 20 suburbs that share resources 
aimed at solving homicides in the member 
communities. WESTAF has highly trained 
investigators as well as an excellent forensic 
team that can handle any type or scope of a 
major crime.

Cook County Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management is the central agency for 
coordinating the efforts of law enforcement within the 
county to respond to and recover from all incidents, 
whether man-made or natural. The department 
monitors and shares intelligence among agencies 
while also overseeing the preparation and training of first responders.

Elmwood Park Police have an investigator 
assigned to the Cook County Internet Crimes 
Against Children (ICAC) Task Force. The 
agency is comprised of multiple law enforcement 
agencies. ICAC conducts proactive investigations, 

forensic investigations and subsequent prosecutions involving 
crimes of sexual violence against children.

elmwood Park Neighborhood Watch
Please join us at the Elmwood Park 
Neighborhood Watch meeting June 
9th at 7:00 p.m. at the Elmwood 
Park Library.

The Elmwood Park Neighborhood 
Watch Program is registered with 
the National Sheriff’s Association. It 
is a recognized partnership between 
Elmwood Park Police and the community. It is a crime prevention 
program which enlists the active participation of citizens in 
cooperation with the Elmwood Park Police Department. It 
involves neighbors getting to know each other, actively engaging 
the Police Department and taking the time to work together. 
Please join us to learn how to become a member, a Block 
Coordinator or an Area Captain.

If you have questions or you cannot attend the meeting but 
want to get involved, please email us at epneighborhoodwatch@
elmwoodpark.org or call Deputy Chief Andrew Hock at 708-
452-3968 or Neighborhood Watch Chair and Village Trustee 
Tony Del Santo at 708-655-6517.
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trips & excursions
Seniors are welcome to invite (adult) friends and family members, 
including those who don’t reside in Elmwood Park, to join them 
on trips and excursions hosted by the Village of Elmwood Park. 
Call Senior Coordinator Tina Gordon at 708-452-3962 (or email 
cgordon@elmwoodpark.org) to make reservations today! 

Tuesday, June 9, 2015
Lunch at The Park in Rosemont

Enjoy a movie at the nearby MUVICO Theatres  
Departure/Return Times: 10:15 a.m. to 6 p.m.  
Cost: $70 per person

Wednesday, June 17, 2015 
“Broadway & Blues”

Dynamic vocal performances by Lori Mestas & Paula Williams 
Departure/Return Times: 10:45 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  
Cost: $66 per person, includes lunch at White Fence Farm

Wednesday – Friday, July 8–10, 2015
Island Resort Casino in Escanaba, MI

Departure/Return Times: 8 a.m. July 8 to 6:45 p.m. July 10  
Cost: $166 per person double occupancy/$237 single  
($143 per person triple)

Wednesday, July 22, 2015
“Few kicks on Route 66”

Departure/Return Times: 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Cost: $69 per person, includes lunch at the Old Rt. 66 Family 
Restaurant in Dwight, Illinois

Thursday, August 13, 2015
U.S. Mail Cruise on Lake Geneva, WI

Departure/Return Times: 7 a.m. to 5 p.m.   
Cost: $76 per person, includes luncheon buffet at the Abby

Wednesday, September 23, 2015
Hedda Hopper Musical/Comedy at Camelot Banquets  
in Hickory Hills

Departure/Return Times: 10:45 a.m. to 5 p.m.  
Cost: $63 per person, includes lunch and show

Don’t forget to book your trip to Italy!  
(October 5–14)  Call Tina at 708-452-3962 for more details.

Seniors

Let Dial-a-Ride pick you up
…and drive you to your destination!
Monday through Friday, 7 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Saturdays, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
All you need is 24 hours in advance to schedule your FREE, 
door-to-door transportation to many local destinations! Call 
708-452-7300.

veterans benefits for home care
Come learn about a VA program that can be used to pay for home 
care for veterans and their spouses on Monday, June 22, at 11 a.m. 
at the La Frambois Center, 11 W. Conti Parkway. Vet Assist, a 
non-profit organization that assists with filing for benefits, will be 
on hand to discuss how to apply. A free box lunch will be provided 
by Synergy Homecare. Seating is limited for this event. To register, 
contact Laura Bilben, Senior Advocate, at 708-359-0143.

Meals on Wheels
Senior citizens, 60 years and 
older, can take advantage of a 
hot lunch delivered right to their 
front door, courtesy of the Meals 
on Wheels program. Meals on Wheels provides a hot lunch five 
days a week, delivered between 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. Frozen meals 
that can be prepared on weekends are also available.

Meals on Wheels works in partnership with West Suburban 
Senior Services (WSSS) and conducts a background check on 
all drivers. In addition to the meals, the program provides a well 
being check for participants. 

Cost of the program is a suggested donation of $3.25-$3.50 
for a daily meal, but anyone in need should apply. To learn more 
about the program, call WSSS at 708-547-5600 or Meals on Wheels 
at 847-678-8777.

Daily lunch at the Community Cafe
The Franklin Park Community Cafe is open to all seniors, age 60 
and over, and serves a daily meal at 11:30 a.m. Monday through 
Friday at an affordable price. The Cafe is located at the Centre at 
North Park, which is in the Park District facility at 10040 West 
Addison. It’s open from 9 a.m. until 2 p.m. each day.

In addition to meals, the Cafe features daily Bingo, and 
schedules movies, guest speakers, health fairs, day trips and 
parties. The suggested meal donation is $2.75-$3.00, but your 
very first lunch is FREE! The Cafe is part of Cook County’s 
Community Nutrition Network. For more information please 
call 847-678-8777.
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Library News... brought to you by the Elmwood Park Public Library

New SWaN online catalog is here! 
Our new online catalog finally 
arrived in April, and it brought 
many new changes and features, 
including:

•	 A new URL: https://catalog.
swanlibraries.net/eps

•	 eBooks checkout directly from the catalog
•	 Easier limiting of search results
•	 An option to receive text message notification

For more information and guides for using the new catalog, 
check our website. Look for classes this summer. Staff are also 
happy to take questions and help you navigate the changes. 

Checkout one of our tablets
We have several tablets and eReaders available for checkout, 
including a Google Nexus 7, 
Nook HD, and Kindle Fire HD. 

Our tablets give you access to:
•	 Hundreds of eBooks and 

eAudiobooks
•	 Language-learning through 

the Mango app
•	 Hundreds of popular movies through Flixster

It’s all free with your library card! Ask at the Adult Services 
Desk and we’ll get you set up on the tablet of your choice.

Youth Services redesign
In early August we will be redesigning our Youth Services 
Department in order to create a more welcoming space. 

This project will bring better organization  
and flow, brighter colors, and new 
opportunities for interactive, imaginative 
play for young children. 

Please be patient as most of Youth 
Services will be closed for the first week of 
August, and then a bit of dust in the weeks 

following. Staff will be available to help you. We are very 
excited for this project and hope you will be, too!

Program highlights
Check our website or pick up a newsletter at the Library 
for the scoop on our programs through July. Upcoming 
highlights include: 

•	 Summer Reading Kick-off (June 7)
•	 Bring Your Own Device and learn to checkout and 

download eBooks & eAudiobooks (June 17)
•	 Look for us at the 4th of July Parade
•	 Researching Through Time: WWII 

  –with Ancestry.com (July 8) 
  –Chicago Tribune Archives (July 16)

•	 Music of Duke Otherwise for Kids (July 18)

2015 Summer Reading Program 
Please join us June 1 – August 1 for our annual summer 
reading program. Read and earn prizes such as books, 
t-shirts, food, gift cards, and more! 
There’s a program for everyone:

•	 Babies (ages 0–36 months)
•	 Kids (ages 3–grade 2)
•	 Pre-teens (grades 3–6)
•	 Teens (grades 7–12)
•	 Adults (ages 18 & up)
Stop by the Library and sign up today! And don’t forget to 

join us for our Kick-off Party on Sunday, June 7.

Looking to the future
The Elmwood Park Public Library is currently 
preparing to work on a new three-year strategic 
plan. In order to create effective and responsive 
goals, we will be seeking input from the 

community this summer and fall in the form of focus groups, 
questionnaires, and more. 

Please keep an eye on our website and print/email 
newsletters for announcements about how you can get 
involved in this planning process. We look forward to 
working with the community to shape the Library’s future.

Color copying/printing now 25 cents
We are pleased to announce that starting in May we have 
reduced the price for color copying and printing to 25 cents 
a page. The cost of color has gone down over the years, and 
we wanted to pass the savings on to you!

thanks to retiring staff & board 
We want to say thank you and good luck to retiring staff 
member Phyllis Sauve and Board Member Orlando Vale. 
Phyllis has worked in Circulation for thirty-nine years, and 
Orlando has been on the Library Board for five years. We 
appreciate their years of valuable service, and both will be 
missed! In Orlando’s place we welcome Elsa Volpe to the 
Library Board.

Staff pick of the month
H is for Hawk, by naturalist Helen Macdonald, is 
this month’s pick from former Adult Services staff 
member Garrett. 

This memoir explores one woman’s grief  
and the bond between animal and human. 
Losing her father to a heart attack, Macdonald 
frantically sought an outlet through which to channel her 
anguish. An experienced falconer, Macdonald turned to a 
goshawk, a species notorious for being difficult to train. 
What followed was a deep, brutal journey into the mind of 
an untamed predator, and the completely riveting recovery 
of a soul desperate for relief.
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Trustee Corner…how well do you know YOUR Village officials?

Alan T. Kaminski • Jeff Sargent • Angela Stranges • Jonathan L. Zivojnovic • Anthony Del Santo • Angelo J. Lollino

Q:  What do you like best about being 
Village Clerk? 

A:  I like the challenge of the job, 
learning new things and attending  
the board meetings. 

Q:  What’s your focus as Village Clerk 
these days? 

A:  Now that elections are over I am very 
busy assisting residents with various 
issues, filling FOIA requests and 
granting permission for block parties!

Q:  What are your hobbies or  
special interests? 

A:  In my free time I enjoy baking, 
gardening and attending all the great 
events here in the Village with family 
and friends.

Angelo J. LollinoAlan T. Kaminski Jeff Sargent Anthony Del SantoJonathan L. Zivojnovic

This edition of the Village newsletter highlights Village Clerk Gina Pesko!

Visit www.elmwoodpark.org for current news and events and where 
all kinds of great resources can be found, including numerous ways 
residents can “keep in touch” through Facebook and Twitter! Or email 
the village with questions or concerns at village@elmwoodpark.org.

Village Hall: Phone 708.452.7300 Fax: 708.452.3957
Police Dept.:  Phone 708.453.2137 Emergency: 911
Fire Dept.: Phone 708.453.2600 Emergency: 911

Trustee in the Hall Program Call 708.452.7300 to schedule an 
appointment with a Village Trustee; or 708.452.3922 to schedule  
a meeting with Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano.

Go to www.elmwoodpark.org and click on the icon to 
watch Village Meetings LIVE!

iPhone App available now! 
Visit the App Store, search for “Village of Elmwood” 
and keep in touch!

Sign up for Blackboard Connect 
Register your contact info to receive important Village 
Notices elmwoodpark.org.

Angela Stranges


