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a message from Village President 
Skip Saviano
I certainly hope the new year is off to a great start for 
you and your family. At Village Hall, we hope to build 
on the success of last year as we move into 2016.

The Village’s Flood Mitigation Project (FMP) is 
now complete, capping a three-year program to bring 
much needed flood relief to our neighborhoods. It’s 
been a long process, and I again want to thank you for 

your patience during all of the construction. 
With the FMP, approximately 40,000 feet of new storm sewer ranging from 12 inches to 
84 inches in diameter has been installed along with the associated new catch basins and 
manholes. The Village also replaced approximately 20,000 feet of water main along 
with replacement of the associated fire hydrants, valves and water services. Crews also 
installed nearly 8,000 feet of new sanitary sewer and lined another 2,400 feet of sanitary 
sewer as part of the FMP.

In addition to the FMP, the Village saw the successful completion of the 2014/2015 
Street Improvement Program. Between these two projects, nearly 25 miles of streets  
(or 69% of the village’s streets) have been resurfaced over the past two years. 

These are the kinds of projects that make life safer and more enjoyable for everyone 
in our Village. I hope you will agree that the finished product was well worth the 
inconveniences of the past few years.

So, we’re off to a good start in 2016. I look forward to seeing you throughout town  
and at various Village events throughout the year.

Holiday Home Winners 
The Arts & Special Events committee has chosen 
winners for this year’s house/block decoration contest. 
Congratulations to the following winners:
Southside Residential:  2108 73rd Ave., the Patano 
Family and 7900 Bloomingdale, the Jasiak Family. 
Northside Residential: 3016 77th Ct., the Soltys Family 
and 3025 78th Ave., the Ficco Family.  
Southside Block: 1800 75th Ave.  
Northside Block: 7900 Oakleaf Ave.

Save tHe DateS! 

village Board Meetings
March 7th and 21st 

7 p.m. 
in the Village Board Room

No meeting on February 15  
(President’s Day)

Fight Night
February 19th  

7 p.m. 
Parks & Rec Center

Mardi Gras for Kids
March 12th 

11 a.m. – 3 p.m 
Parks & Rec Center

Spring Clean up Week
April 18th – 21st 

on your designated  
garbage pick-up day

Shredding, tire & 
electronic Waste  

Drop-off Day
April 23rd 

9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Public Works 

7330 Fullerton Ave.

2108 73rd
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Village News

Elmwood Park Police remind residents 
that their vehicles must now display 
2016 Vehicle Stickers. The deadline was 
January 31st. Vehicles not displaying the 
new stickers are at risk of being ticketed 
and fined.

You may still purchase your stickers  
at Village Hall, 11 Conti Parkway, during 
normal business hours. However, late 
purchases are subject to a late fee.  
Online payments are not available  
for late purchases.

The Village Board has voted to approve an ordinance amending the 
water rates for the Village effective the first of the year. Under the 
ordinance, water rates will be $12.95 per 1,000 gallons. 

“This is not a new rate,” said Village President Angelo “Skip” 
Saviano. “The action taken by the Board is consistent with the Village’s 
prior ordinance in 2011 which set water rates for a four-year period. 
That ordinance was in response to increases from Chicago and in 
anticipation of the costs associated with the Flood Mitigation Project.”

The new water rates were supposed to take effect as of January 
1, 2015, but the Board delayed the increased until the flood project 
was closer to completion and debt service payments were due. “No 
one likes to see rates go up,” Saviano said. “But returning the rates 
to this previously approved level will be critical to making our debt 
payments and delaying an impact on property taxes.”

Elmwood Park along with a number of other suburbs receives its 
water from the City of Chicago, which supplies about one billion 
gallons of purified Lake Michigan water to the city and surrounding 
communities each day. Back in 2011, the Chicago City Council voted 
to raise water rates by 70 percent over four years, in part to repair and 
replace the city’s aging water system.

Mardi Gras for Kids Returns
For toddlers through 6th Grade
Elmwood Park kids are invited to the third annual Mardi Gras 
celebration at the Parks & Rec Center, 2 Conti Parkway, on 
Saturday, March 12th. Festivities will run from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.

“This is a great event for our children to blow off some steam 
and enjoy lots of games, crafts and food,” said Village Trustee 
Angela Stranges. “It’s a full indoor carnival, and it’s free.”

The carnival includes an inflatable obstacle course, an 
inflatable jump, carnival games, crafts, prices and a variety 
of food vendors. Kids from pre-school through 6th grade  
are welcome.

Hope to see you there!

2016 village Water Rates vehicle Stickers Now Past Due
Cars without 2016 Vehicle Stickers  

face being ticketed
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Village Events

Live amateur boxing at its best!
The third annual Fight Night featuring live 
amateur boxing will take place at the Elmwood 
Park Parks and Recreation Center, 2 Conti 
Parkway, on February 19th. The program begins 
at 7 p.m. Doors will open at 6:30 p.m.

“We were thrilled with last year’s Fight 
Night and we look forward to another great 
evening of competition,” said Village Trustee 
Jonathan Zivojnovic. “This is amateur boxing at 
its best.”

Fight Night will include more than boxing. 
Special entertainment will be presented 
between bouts and plenty of food and beverages 
will be available for sale. “It’s a great night of 
sports and entertainment, and a really fun way 
to spend a winter evening,” Zivojnovic said.

Tickets for the boxing event are available 
for purchase at the Village Hall during normal 
business hours and are $50 each. Ticket sales 
are used to pay for all of the costs associated 
with Fight Night.

elmwood Park Fight Night Returns in February
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Village News

Police Department Warning about Scams
Beware of con artists trying to take your money

Elmwood Park Police are reminding residents to beware of possible scams, 
especially as the weather improves. “We’re not seeing an increase in this type of 
activity, but we want homeowners to keep their guard up,” said Elmwood Park 
Police Chief Frank Fagiano. “These are among the most common scams we see.”

Pigeon Drop or Lottery Scam
 In this scam, con artists work in pairs. One befriends an unsuspecting citizen, 
the “pigeon,” claiming to have either a large sum of money he just found or 
the winning Lotto ticket. He cannot go to a bank because he/she claims to 
be an immigrant or another plausible sounding reason. As the first suspect 
is talking with the victim, the second suspect approaches and gets involved. 
One of the suspects will go to phone and call a lawyer. The suspect returns 
and says they can keep the money and split it three ways but to get their share, 
all have to put up some “good faith” money. The second suspect shows he 
has his money with a roll of what appears to be cash. Everyone agrees to get 
the money then meet at a designated place to divide the proceeds. The victim 
contributes his “good faith” money as well as the second suspect by putting 
the money into a bag. The pigeon is then given the bag to hold while the two 
suspects go to collect the money. Covertly a switch has been made and the 
pigeon is left holding a bag containing only shredded paper.

Home Repair
 This scam features individuals who go door-to-door offering you a great deal 
on yard work, roof repair, chimney sweeping, house painting, etc. They may 
claim to have “extra” supplies left over from their last job so they say they 
can save you money. Usually their products and labor are inferior. At the 
completion of the work, they claim to have used more supplies or there was 
more work than anticipated so they demand more money from you. They can 
be very intimidating.
Distraction/Impostor Burglary
 This con job involves a suspect who comes to your house claiming to be from 
a village or county agency such as Public Works. He needs to come into your 
house to check for problems. Once inside the suspect distracts you and steals 
cash and other valuables.

If you ever suspect you might be or have been the victim of a scam, call 
Elmwood Park Police at 708-453-2137. 

It won’t be long before the snow and 
ice start to melt and our attention 
begins to focus on spring cleaning. The 
Village is ready to help with our annual 
Spring Clean-up Week, and our annual 
Shredding, Tire and Electronic Waste 
drop-off day.

Spring Clean-up Week runs from 
April 18th to the 21st, during which 
residents can discard everything from 
furniture, carpet and boxes on regularly 
scheduled garbage pickup days. Please 
note that construction debris (wood, 
bricks, etc.) tires, electronics and paint 
will not be picked up during Spring 
Clean-up Week.  

The Shredding, Tire and Electronic 
Waste drop-off day will take place on 
Saturday, April 23rd from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the Public Works building, 7330 W. 
Fullerton Ave. This event is sponsored 
by the Village along with our citizen-
led Keep Elmwood Park Beautiful 
Commission. Bring all of your old 
documents for shredding, old tires 
and that old Game Boy, microwave or 
television set. PAINT WILL NOT BE 
ACCEPTED. 

It’s free and it’s GREEN!

Spring is in the air
Annual Spring Clean-up 
Week right around the corner
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Village News

The Elmwood Park 
Fire Department 
reminds home-
owners to avoid 
piling snow around 
fire hydrants. In  
the few minutes  
it takes firefighters 
to dig out a snow- 
covered hydrant,  
a structure fire 
could double in size.

Firefighters 
need snow cleared 
at least three feet 
around a hydrant with a snow-cleared path from the 
hydrant to the street. Anyone observing a hydrant 
covered with snow should call the Fire Department  
at 708-453-2600 so workers can be sent to clear it.

the Fire Wire 
…news from your local firefighters

As we move into the second half of winter, the Village is 
reminding residents of its curbside snow removal plan that 
applies to all Village streets with the exception of Harlem, 
Belmont, Grand and North Avenues.

The program is designed to speed the process of clearing 
Elmwood Park streets after a snowfall of two inches or 
greater. Once the center lanes of residential streets have 
been plowed, residents will be notified of the curbside snow 
removal plan via Blackboard Connect, which sends out 
automated phone calls, emails and text alerts. Information 
will also be posted on the village website. 

If curbside snow removal is set to begin on an ODD-
numbered date, no parking would be allowed on the sides 
of streets with ODD-numbered addresses between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. on that day. The following day, no parking 
would be allowed on the sides of streets with even-
numbered addresses.

EXAMPLE: The Village notifies residents that Curbside 
Snow Removal is set to begin on February 10th. No parking 

would be allowed on the even-numbered side of the streets 
that day between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. On February 11th, vehicles 
would not be permitted to park on the odd-numbered side of 
the streets.

Failure to comply with these restrictions could result in 
cars being towed at the owner’s expense along with a fine 
of $50. Please visit www.elmwoodpark.org for more details 
or call Public Works at 708-452-3945.

No Parking on Curbside Snow Removal Days
Triggered by snowfall of two inches or more

elm Middle School Students Hold Bake 
Sale For Seniors
Proceeds buy grocery store gift cards
Students at Elm Middle School coordinated a wonderful 
service project with Village Senior Advocate Laura 
Bilben. Students held a bake sale with all proceeds going 
toward grocery store gift cards for senior residents living 
on fixed incomes. 

“Recipients were extremely grateful,” said Bilben. “It 
is amazing what little acts of kindness can do.”

Help Keep Fire Hydrants  
Clear of Snow!
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Seniors

Senior advocate
Medicare General Enrollment Period  
January 1 – March 31, 2016
Did you miss your enrollment for Medicare when you were 
first eligible?

If you didn’t sign up for Part A and/or Part B (for which 
you must pay premiums) when you were first eligible, and 
you aren’t eligible for a Special Enrollment Period, you 
can sign up during the General Enrollment Period from 
now until March 31st.

In most cases, if you don’t sign up for Medicare Part 
B when you’re first eligible, you’ll have to pay a late 
enrollment penalty for as long as you have Part B and 
could have a gap in your health coverage. Your coverage 
would begin on July 1st.

If you have questions or are interested in enrolling in 
Medicare Part A or Part B, you can call Laura Bilben, 
Village Senior Advocate at 708-359-0143 or contact her 
via email at senioradvocate@elmwoodpark.org.

Learn to Connect with a Loved One with 
alzheimer’s Disease/Dementia
The Alzheimer’s Associate will be giving a presentation 
on understanding and responding to Dementia-related 
behaviors. Attendees will be given some tools to use when 
having conversations with a loved one with Dementia and/
or Alzheimer’s Disease.

When: Wednesday, April 20, 2016 at 7 p.m.
Where: La Frambois Center, 11 W. Conti Parkway
RSVP to Laura Bilben. Space is limited. 

Reminder: Senior Snow Removal
Free program for seniors and residents with disabilities
Following a snowfall of 6 inches or more: Elmwood Park 
seniors (65 and older) and residents with disabilities or 
special needs have free snow removal services available. 
Snow is shoveled from the front steps and to clear a path 
from the home to the street free of charge. Snow shoveling 
begins 12 to 24 hours following the end of the snow fall. 

Snowfall less than 6 inches: Seniors can obtain a list 
from the Village with names of High School students who 
are available to shovel snow. Starting rate for a snowfall of 
3 inches or less is $10, which includes sidewalks around 
the house and stairs; corner lots start at $15. Driveways 
and garages are not included; however, cost for additional 
work is negotiable. 

Call the Village at 708-452-7300 or Senior Coordinator 
Tina Gordon at 708-261-1154 for more information.

trips & excursions
Seniors are welcome to invite (adult) friends and family 
members, including those who don’t reside in Elmwood 
Park, to join them on trips and excursions hosted by 
the Village of Elmwood Park. Call Senior Coordinator 
Tina Gordon at (708) 452-3962 (or email cgordon@
elmwoodpark.org) to make reservations today!

Horseshoe Casino, Hammond, Indiana
Wednesday, February 17th, 2016

Cost: $25 per person, includes lunch buffet 
Departure/Return Times: 8:15 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Island Resort Casino in Harris, MI (Upper Peninsula)
Wednesday – Friday, March 30th April 1st, 2016

Cost: $160 per person dbl occ., $220 single, $140 triple
Departure/Return Times: 8 a.m. Day 1, 6:45 p.m. Day 3
Cost: $25 per person

Cost: $25 per person, includes lunch buffet
Departure/Return Times: To be determined

Meskwaki Hotel-Casino, Tama, Iowa
Wednesday – Friday, May 18th – 20th, 2016

Cost: $120 per person dbl occ., $150 single, $140 triple
Departure/Return Times: To be determined

Four Winds Casino Resort, New Buffalo, MI
Thursday, June 9th, 2016

Cost: 24 @$43, 32@$33
$15 instant slot play, $10 food credit 
Departure/Return Times: 8:15 a.m. to 5:30 p.m..

Blue Chip Casino, Hotel & Spa, Michigan City, IN
Thursday, April 14th, 2016

Discover the artist in You
Did you know that 
art and painting 
stimulates both 
the left and right 
side of the brain? 
So, join us for 
a painting class 
taught by Andrea 
from Scamp 
Studios in River 
Grove. All materials will be provided to you and you will 
leave with a lovely painting.

When: March 28, 2016, 10 a.m. – Noon
Where: La Frambois Center, 11 W. Conti Parkway
Cost: $15
RSVP to Laura Bilben, 708-359-0143
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Library News... brought to you by the Elmwood Park Public Library
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Elmwood Park Public Library 1 Conti Parkway  
(708) 453-7645 • www.elmwoodparklibrary.org 
Library Hours: Mon.–Thurs.: 9–9 • Fri.: 9–6 • Sat.: 9–5 • Sun.: 1–5 
(Closed Memorial Day – Labor Day)

Bestsellers Club 
Love Patterson, King, Steel, Grisham? Wish 
you could be guaranteed to never miss a new 
release by your favorite, bestselling author? 

Join the Library’s Bestsellers Club to 
be automatically put on hold for the latest 
books by the bestselling authors you want 
to read. Then, when that author has a new 
release, we do the work, and you just wait 

for us to let you know your book is ready to pick up. 
Sign up in Adult Services, or fill out the online form under the 

Adults Books & More section of our website. Happy reading!

Staff Reads
Ever wondered what Library staff 
are listening to or reading? What 
our favorite movies are? It’s no 
secret…we want to tell you!

Visit the new Staff Reads 
section of our website and 
learn a little bit more about us and all the books, movies, and 
music we are passionate about. And hopefully you’ll discover 
something new for yourself! 

2016 Staff anniversaries
Congratulations to the following staff as they celebrate special 
anniversaries at the Library:

• Jason A. – 3 years • Jennifer – 10 year
• Mandy – 3 years  • Jason S. – 15 years
• Tiffany – 3 years • Mary – 25 years
• Evelyn – 5 years • Mary Ann – 25 years
• Ahren – 10 years

The Library Administration and Board are proud of staff’s hard 
work, dedication, and spirit, and look forward to a great 2016.

Kids & teens Department
We hope you got a chance to come to 
the Open House in January to see all the 
beautiful changes in Kids & Teens. If 
not, we encourage you to stop by, take a 
tour, and play with our new LEGO® table, 
marble wall, and other interactives. We are very happy with and 
proud of our new space, and hope you will be, too!

Upcoming event Highlights 
Check our website or newsletters for the scoop on our 
programs through February. Upcoming highlights include: 

• Adult Coloring Club (February 8th, 27th)
• Miss Jamie’s Farmyard Show (February 12th)
• Flower Sale (February 12th, 13th, sponsored by YAC) 

Benefitting Mercy Home for Boys & Girls
• Robin’s Dog Stars (February 16th)
• Family Bingo (February 25th)
Get more info and updates with our eNewsletter! Visit the 

Programs/Events section of our website and signup today.

Scan Documents & Photos for Free
Wish you had access to a scanner so that you could make 
digital copies of your important documents or photos?

Use any of the Library’s three photocopiers to scan 
items for free. You can scan items to a plugged-in 
flash drive (USB) or directly to your email. It’s 
easy and convenient.

Not sure how to do it? Just ask a staff member for help or 
visit the How Do I? section of our website for instructions. 

Reserve a Display Case
Do you have collectibles, artwork, crafts or other creations 

and collections you’d like to 
showcase? Share your collection 
with others by booking one of  
our two display cases.

Display cases can be reserved 
in advance for one month,  

depending on availability. Contact the front desk to reserve the 
lobby display (708-453-7645), or Kids & Teens (708-395-1235) 
for the second floor display.

easy Reader Collection Project
Our Easy Reader collection for 
PreSchool -  2nd Grade-aged children 
is a valuable tool for those learning 
to read. There is a vast array of book 
levels to choose from depending on the 
progression of your child. This is very 
helpful, but can also be confusing for parents.

This spring, Kids & Teens will identify the varying reading 
levels in our Easy Reader collection based on the Fountas & 
Pinnell system. Then we will color-code and label each book 
appropriately, making it easier for you to browse and for staff 
to more easily recommend books for your child.

Staff Pick of the Month
The Marvels by Brian Selznick is this month’s 
staff pick from Lucas in Technical Services.

With a combination of text and illustrations, 
we follow Joseph Jervis on a journey to 
discover the truth about his estranged family’s 
past. Filled with a shipwreck, an orphaned 
baby, generations of famous actors, and 
haunting portrayals of surviving tragedy, we see 
that a family is truly what you make it. 

While this book is almost 700 pages, don’t let that discourage 
you from picking it up. With only 200 pages of text, the rest 
of the story is gleaned from gorgeous black-and-white pencil 
illustrations. This triumphant display of the power of storytelling 
is great for young and adult readers alike. 
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Visit www.elmwoodpark.org for current news and events and where 
all kinds of great resources can be found, including numerous ways 
residents can “keep in touch” through Facebook and Twitter! Or email 
the village with questions or concerns at village@elmwoodpark.org.

Village Hall: Phone 708.452.7300 Fax: 708.452.3957

Police Dept.:  Phone 708.453.2137 Emergency: 911
Fire Dept.: Phone 708.453.2600 Emergency: 911

Trustee in the Hall Program Call 708.452.7300 to schedule an 
appointment with a Village Trustee; or 708.452.3922 to schedule  
a meeting with Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano.

Go to www.elmwoodpark.org and click on the icon 

to watch Village Meetings LIVE!

iPhone App available now! 
Visit the App Store, search for “Village of Elmwood” 

and keep in touch!

Sign up for Blackboard Connect 
Register your contact info to receive important Village 

Notices at www.elmwoodpark.org

Trustee Corner…how well do you know YOUR Village officials?

Angela Stranges Jeff Sargent Anthony Del SantoAlan T. Kaminski

This edition of the Village newsletter highlights  
Village Trustee Jonathan L. Zivojnovic.Jonathan L. Zivojnovic

Q:  What do you like best about being 
a Trustee? 

A: I love helping the residents of 
Elmwood Park with any questions or 
issues that arise. In the 
three years that I have 
served on the Village 
Board, there is no feeling 
more rewarding than 
getting a thank you 
phone call when I was 
able to personally assist 
a neighbor with an issue. 
I am a lifelong Elmwood 
Park resident, and take pride in giving back 
to the Village that has helped me over the 
last three decades.

Q:  What’s your focus as a Trustee 
these days? 

A: As a business owner in town, I 
have always said that one of my goals as 

Trustee is to transition 
Elmwood Park’s 
commercial corridors 
into the next generation 
of commerce for a 
successful and positive 
future. With most of the 
commercial districts 
currently experiencing 
some type of 

redevelopment, the future of our business 
community truly has an endless upside.

Q:  What are your hobbies or special 
interests? 

A: I enjoy spending time with my 
two sons and coaching their little league 
team. I had so much fun growing up on 
the “South Elm Baseball” fields, and now 
it is a fantastic feeling to stand on the 
same dirt with my own children, hopefully 
creating equally priceless memories.


