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SAVE THE DATES!
Village Board Meetings
August 5th and September 9th
6 p.m., Village Board Room

National Night Out
Tuesday, August 6th
6 – 8 p.m.
Elmwood Park Aquatic Center
(2 Conti Parkway)

Taste of Elmwood Park

a message from Village President

Skip Saviano

W

hat a wonderful summer it’s shaping up to be in Elmwood
Park! I’m so thankful for time spent outdoors with friends and
family, taking in all that our community has to offer. Whether
you participated in the garden walk, ate at one of our great restaurants,
took in some live music, or cooled off at the splash pad in Central Park, there’s always something to
be thankful for.
Lately, we’re all busy at Village Hall preparing for the highlight of summer, the Taste of Elmwood
Park taking place August 8th – 11th in Central Park. Every year this festival of food, music, and fun grows
in popularity. Be sure to dust off your lawn chair and check out the music lineup in the newsletter. Bring
the kids to play games and buy arts and crafts, bring your friends to hear the music and enjoy the Taste
Lounge, and bring your appetite to taste the great cuisine that our town has to offer.
If you haven’t made it out to hear music in the Circle, there’s still time. Come out on August 30th for
our final Circle DJ night at 7 p.m. On August 23rd check out the annual D.A.R.E. car show in the Circle.
We’ll also be showing the movie, Cars, in the pool at the Aquatic Center during the car show.
Speaking of the Aquatic Center, make sure to note the summer pool hours as we get closer to the
start of school. While you’re perusing the activities and events at the Parks and Recreation Center
don’t forget to sign up your 3, 4, and 5 year olds for playschool starting this fall and save the date for
the upcoming Get Fit Fair in October.
We’re still in the fullness of summer so come out and enjoy all that our great community has to
offer. Check the calendar of events to make sure you don’t miss any of the action. I look forward to
seeing you out and about!
Sincerely,

August 8th, 9th, 10th, 11th
Central Park

Angelo “Skip” Saviano, Elmwood Park Village President
D.A.R.E. Car Show
Friday, August 23rd
6 – 9 p.m.,
Village Circle

Final Summer Movies in the Park and Concert Series

Circle DJ Night
Friday, August 30th
7 p.m.
Village Circle

Fall Fest
September 28th and 29th
John Mills Park

Get Fit Fair
Saturday, September 28th
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Parks & Recreation Center

If you’ve enjoyed catching a movie or concert in the fresh air this summer (or if you haven’t had a
chance to make it out yet), be sure to mark your calendar for the final concert and movies of the season.
The final Movie in the Park will be a Pool Party on August 23rd. Cars, the movie, will be shown
during the D.A.R.E. car show in the Aquatic Center. On August 30th at 7 p.m., the final Circle DJ Night
will be held. Grab your dancing shoes and come out to hear what our DJs are spinning.
Visit Elmwoodpark.org for more information and updates. See you there!

Upcoming Events
See p. 8 for more information

National Night Out
Tuesday, August 6th from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Elmwood Park Aquatic Center
Community is at the heart of Elmwood
Park’s annual National Night Out
when residents have an opportunity for
conversation and camaraderie with your
Elmwood Park Police Department.
“It’s a positive and fun atmosphere,” said
Trustee Anthony Del Santo. “Officers are in
plain clothes interacting with neighbors and
friends. Elmwood Park is a safe community and we want to continue to have trust
and collaboration between officers and the public.”
More than 100 people attend the Elmwood Park National Night Out every year.
The event is replicated throughout the United States and Canada in neighborhoods
and on military bases, and is designed to make communities safer.
“It’s a valuable event for the community and the police,” Del Santo said. “No
one knows their neighborhood better than the residents who live there.”
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Family Aquatic Center mid-summer hours
There’s no better way to cool off
this summer than by visiting the
Elmwood Park Aquatic Center.
The center features a zero depth
edge pool, a water play area with
bubbling geysers, a water slide,
and a full-service concession
stand. Resident season passes
are available, along with swim
classes and adult “Arthritis
Aquacise.” You can also rent out
the pool or a “roped-off area” for
a private party.
Be sure to keep updated on mid-summer pool hours:
Monday, August 12th – Monday, September 2nd
The schedule changes due to school openings
Fridays only: 4:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Saturdays and Sundays: 12:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Labor Day: Monday, September 2nd: 11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Call the Pool Hotline (708) 452-3950 for more information.

Playschool for ages 3, 4, and 5
Register now for Playschool beginning Wednesday, September 11th,
for three-year-olds and Tuesday, September 10th, for four- and fiveyear-olds.
3-year-olds –Mornings
Wednesday and Friday: 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.
4 and 5-year-old – Mornings
Tuesday and Thursday: 9:00 – 11:00 a.m.
Payment
If the payment of $570 is made in full by August 23rd, a 10%
discount will be applied. Additionally, three online payments of
$190 can be made with the first payment due August 23rd, 2019.
For more information, contact the Parks and Recreation
Department at (708) 452-3935.

Cooling Centers for
Residents
Heat can be a very dangerous thing,
especially for the very young, people
with chronic illnesses, and the elderly.
Elmwood Park has two cooling
centers to catch some relief on hot
summer days. One center is the Parks and
Recreation Center at 2 Conti Parkway,
(708) 452-3935, and the second is the Public Safety Building
at 7420 Fullerton Avenue, (708) 453-2137.
Senior Citizen Coordinator, Tina Gordon, can also provide
assistance during working hours. Please feel free to contact
her at (708) 452-3962.

Women’s Club Fundraiser
The Elmwood Park Women’s Club is holding their
Fall Fundraiser on Saturday, October 19th at the
Oak Park Country Club in River Grove.
The event will have lunch, a raffle, and
entertainment by Elvis Tribute artist Hugo Collins.
Tickets are $40. More information available at
(708) 583-1265.
For over 75 years, the Elmwood Park Women’s
Club has worked to support students through
their annual scholarship program as well as other
philanthropic endeavors and events.

Get Fit Fair
Saturday, September 28th from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Parks and Recreation Center
Come to the 2019
Get Fit Fair to learn
about health and
wellness. Various
health screenings
will available for
attendees.
“The Get Fit Fair
is a great chance to
come out to meet
neighbors and learn
about your personal health,” said Village Clerk Gina
Pesko. “You can learn a lot about your health from the
screenings that will be offered which is important because
early detection of problems is crucial in to staying well.”
Among the health screenings offered are blood
pressure checks, lipid profile, body mass index profile and
limited supply of flu shots. And don’t forget – October is
Breast Cancer Awareness Month.
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Village News
The Fire Wire…

news from your local firefighters

School Safety
As summer draws to a close and children start heading back to school, family life can get pretty hectic. It’s important to remember –
and share with your children – some key tips that will help keep them safe and healthy throughout the school year.
Whether children walk, ride their bicycle or take the bus to school, it is vitally important that they – and the motorists around
them – take proper safety precautions.
Walking
• Walk on the sidewalk or facing traffic if there is no
sidewalk.
• Before crossing the street, stop and look left, right and
left again to see if cars are coming
• Never dart out in front of a parked car
• Parents: Practice walking to school with your child,
crossing streets at crosswalks when available
• Never walk while texting or talking on the phone
• Do not walk while using headphones

Bus Riders
• Teach children the proper way to get on and off the bus
• Line up 6 feet away from the curb as the bus approaches
• If seat belts are available, buckle up!
• Wait for the bus to stop
completely before standing
• Do not cross in front of the
bus if possible, or walk at
least 10 feet ahead until you
can see the other drivers

Bike Riders
• Always wear a helmet that is fitted and secured properly
• Children need to know the rules of the road: Ride single file
on the right side of the road (with traffic), come to a complete
stop before crossing the street and walk the bike across
• Watch for opening car doors and other hazards
• Use hand signals when turning
• Wear bright-colored clothing

Drivers – Share the Road
• Don’t block crosswalks
• Yield to pedestrians in crosswalks, and take extra care in
school zones
• Never pass a vehicle stopped for pedestrians
• Never pass a bus loading or unloading children
• The area 10 feet around a school bus is the most
dangerous for children; stop far enough back to allow
them to safely enter and exit the bus

Bicycle Registration Program
A bicycle represents a
substantial investment
and is a popular item
of theft. Registering
your bike helps
protect your property
and serves as a
deterrent to wouldbe bike thieves. It
also helps the police
in identifying and
returning a found or stolen bike to the owner.
The Elmwood Park Police Department operates a bicycle security program that
utilizes bicycle registration and provides numbered stickers for each participant.
These stickers should be applied to the vertical post, just above the pedal sprocket.
Upon completion of the bicycle registration form, a numbered, tamper resistant
Elmwood Park Police registration sticker will be provided. Bicycle registration
forms are available at the Elmwood Park Police Department located at 7420 W.
Fullerton Avenue.
If you should have any questions, contact the Elmwood Park Police Department
at (708) 453-2137.
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Have a sidewalk that needs a facelift? Take
advantage of the Village’s 50/50 Sidewalk
program. Per sidewalk square is around
$150.00 but residents pay approximately
$75. For more information, please call
Public Works at (708) 452-3945 or visit
www.elmwoodpark.org.

Tree Planting in Elmwood Park
Trees are an important part of every
community-they clean our air, shade our
homes, reduce our flooding, and beautify
our neighborhoods.
On May 17th, volunteers from Enablon
came into Elmwood Park to plant 25
trees, with training and guidance from
the Chicago Region Trees Initiative, The
Morton Arboretum, and American Forests.
The planting helped Enablon with
team building and carbon offsets, and
helped the Village grow its tree canopy
to benefit residents. The first tree planted
for the day, a Triumph Elm, was planted
by Village President Skip Saviano in the
parkway outside of Elmwood Park Bible
Church, which hosted the volunteers. The
other trees were planted at Centennial
Park, in the median along Eastbrook and
Westbrook, and at Elmwood Elementary
School (with the help of Principal Lerner and the student council). The Elmwood Park Public Works Department was there every step
of the way to make sure the planting went smoothly.
Find a summary report on Elmwood Park’s treecanopyatchicagorti.org/CanopySummaries. Find a map of the tree planting locations
atbit.ly/EPtrees.

Another Independence Day Celebration to Remember
Food, Friends and Fireworks

The 2019 Fourth of July Celebration was one to remember with people packing into the village to enjoy the annual parade,
which featured a variety of floats, musical entertainment, and community leaders.
“We celebrate Independence Day, rain or shine,” said Trustee Jeff Sargent. “From the parade to the fireworks and everything
in between, people turned out in the village to honor our country’s independence."
Many attendees stuck around after the parade until the evening, enjoying music, food and beverages before a brilliant
fireworks display.
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Seniors

Elmwood Park Senior Citizen Club
The Elmwood Park Senior Citizen Cub would like to invite adults
55 years an over to join them on the first and third Monday of each
month from September through June at the Parks and Recreation
Center, 2 Conti Parkway. The group meets at noon. For more
information, contact Senior Coordinator Tina Gordon at
(708) 452-3962 or email at cgordon@elmwoodpark.org.

Power of Attorney and Living Wills
Two-part Legal Seminar: You must attend both
segments
For Reservations, contact Laura Bilben, Seniors Advocate at
(708) 452-3916 or email: senioradvocate@elmwoodpark.org.
Part 1: T
 he Center for Disability and Elder Law lawyer, Tom
Wendt will discuss what a power of attorney and living
will is and the advantages/ disadvantages of having these
legal documents.
Monday, September 23rd, 2019
11 a.m. – Noon
La Frambois Center, 11 W. Conti Parkway
Part 2: Legal

Clinic The Center for Disability and Elder Law
will be drafting power of attorney and living will documents
FREE of charge for residents.)
Tuesday, October 15th, 2019
Appointment times at 10:30 a.m. or 11:30 a.m.
Elmwood Park Recreation Center
2 W. Conti Parkway

Medicare Open Enrollment for 2019
When?
October 15th – December 7th
What can I do?
• Change from Original Medicare to a Medicare
Advantage Plan.
• Change from a Medicare Advantage Plan back to
Original Medicare.
• Switch from one Medicare Advantage Plan to another
Medicare Advantage Plan.
• Switch from a Medicare Advantage Plan that doesn’t
offer drug coverage to a Medicare Advantage Plan
that offers drug coverage.
• Switch from a Medicare Advantage Plan that offers
drug coverage to a Medicare Advantage Plan that
doesn’t offer drug coverage.
• Join a Medicare Prescription Drug Plan.
• Switch from one Medicare drug plan to another
Medicare drug plan.
• Drop your Medicare prescription drug coverage completely.
If you are interested in switching plans or checking out your plan
options, contact Senior Advocate and Senior Health Insurance
Program Counselor at (708) 452-3916 or drop in on Mondays,
9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.
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Trips & Excursions
Seniors are welcome to invite (adult) friends and family
members, including those who don’t reside in Elmwood Park,
to join them on trips and excursions hosted by the Village
of Elmwood Park. Call Senior Coordinator Tina Gordon at
(708) 452-3962 (or email cgordon@elmwoodpark.org)
to make reservations today!
Lake of the Torches Resort Casino
Tuesday, August 20th – Thursday, 22nd
Cost: $205/single, $150/person dbl, $135/person triple
Departure/return: 7:30 a.m. Aug. 20th/6:30 p.m. Aug. 22nd
Grand Victoria Casino
Thursday, September 26th
Cost: $25/person.
Departure/return: 9:00 a.m./3:00 p.m.
Island Resort & Casino
Wednesday, October 30th – Friday, November 1st
Cost: $230/single, $170/person dbl, $140/person triple
Departure/return: 8:00 a.m. Oct. 30th/5:30 p.m. Nov. 1st
Blue Chip Casino
Wednesday, November 20th
Cost: $28/person
Departure/return: 8:30 a.m./5:00 p.m.
Potawatomi Casino
Wednesday, January 22nd, 2020
Cost: $27/person
Departure/return: 8:00 a.m./4:00 p.m.
Island Resort & Casino
Wednesday, February 19th – 21st, 2020
Cost: $170/single, $130/person dbl, $115/person triple
Departure/return: 8:00 a.m. Feb. 19th/5:30 p.m. Feb. 21st

Senior Halloween Dance
This year’s Senior Halloween
Dance will be on Friday,
October 18th from 6:00 p.m.
– 10:00 p.m. at the Parks
and Recreation building at
2 Conti Parkway. A spooky
Goulash supper will be
served at 6:30 p.m.
Come in costume or as
you are. A costume gets you
entered in the costume contest. Prizes will be awarded for first,
second and third place. There will be plenty of fun games
and dancing.
For Reservations or more info call Tina (708) 452-3962 or
(708) 261-1154. Free Dial Rides available with reservations.
Call Gina at (708) 452-3902 to reserve your ride to the dance!

Library

News.. brought to you by the Elmwood Park Public Library

Friends Book Sale:

Upcoming Events

Sept. 13th: 5 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Sept. 14th: 10 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Check the Programs/Events section of our website for the scoop
on our programs, including:
• Western Line Dancing (Aug. 7th, Adults)
• Hilarious Music of Duke Otherwise (Aug. 9th, Family)
• Elvis is in the Building (Aug. 10th, Adults)
Sponsored by the Friends of the Elmwood Park Library
• Toy Story Party (Aug. 19th, All ages)
• Savvy Caregiver Workshop (6 weeks starting Sept. 4th, Adults)
• Going Solar in Illinois (Sept. 9th, Adults)
• Chicago Puppetry Guild Presents: A Fun Family Event
(Sept. 24th, All ages)
Don’t forget regularly occurring programs – Story Time, Chair
Yoga, and weekly movies – are waiting for you. Get more info
on programs and new books with our eNewsletter! Visit the
About section of our website to sign up.

The Friends of the Library host book
sale shelves in the Library’s lobby all
year round, but this September the
Friends will bring out all the other
books that they’ve been saving up for an
official Friday and Saturday book sale.
There will be adult, teen, and kids
books, as well as videos and other
miscellaneous items. So come find
some gems and support the Friends!

Check out a Tote Bag
Need something to carry all those books
and movies home? The Library now has
tote bags available for you to check out
and use. You can find the tote bags hanging
on hooks over by the Beyond Books
collection, next to the Snack Space.

Curtain Call: Summer Reading
The show’s almost over! Make sure to turn in your
summer reading log by Saturday, August 10th to get your
participation prizes and prize drawing entries!

Elmwood Park Public Library 1 Conti Parkway (708) 453-7645 • www.elmwoodparklibrary.org
Library Hours: Mon. – Thurs.: 9 – 9 • Fri.: 9 – 6 • Sat.: 9 – 5 • Sun.: 1 – 5 (Closed Memorial Day – Labor Day)
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The Taste of Elmwood Park is just around the corner
Food and fun for everyone!

Village Hall: Phone 708.452.7300 Fax: 708.452.3957
Police Dept.: Phone 708.453.2137 Emergency: 911
Fire Dept.: Phone 708.453.2600 Emergency: 911

Trustee in the Hall Program Call 708.452.7300 to schedule an
appointment with a Village Trustee; or 708.452.3922 to schedule
a meeting with Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano.

Visit www.elmwoodpark.org for current news and events and where all kinds of great resources can be found, including numerous ways
residents can “keep in touch” through Facebook and Twitter! Or email the village with questions or concerns at village@elmwoodpark.org.

