
SAVE THE DATE! 
Village Board Meetings

Monday, December 2nd 
Monday, January 6th 

6 p.m., Village Board Room

Holiday Stroll
Friday, December 6th  
6 p.m., Village Circle

Leaf Pick-up Ends
Friday, December 6th

Vehicle Stickers Due
Friday, January 31st

Fight Night
Friday, February 21st 

6 p.m., Parks & Rec Center

Third Annual 
Restaurant Week 

2020 Dine-In Elmwood Park
February 21st – March 1st 

Various locations

Winter Carnival for Kids
Saturday, March 14th  

11 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Parks & Rec Center

As we move into this holiday season, I would 
like to express my sincere gratitude to all the 
residents of Elmwood Park for helping to 

make our community an outstanding place to call home. 
Whether it’s our residents’ pride of home ownership, 
helpful spirit of cooperation or “can do” attitude, 
Elmwood Park truly stands out. Our community spirit 

was evident during Fall Fest this year where families and kids had barrels of fun and 
didn’t let a little rain dampen their enthusiasm.

Another stand out area of our community is our superb dining and restaurant scene. 
I hope you’ll join me in welcoming two new establishments to our town. Visit Gringo 
& Blondie Taqueria, now open on North Avenue while Union Tap will join the ranks 
of other fine businesses in Conti Circle soon. Folks can also look forward to our third 
annual Restaurant Week which starts February 21st, 2020. Restaurateurs will be offering 
specials, old favorites and new cuisine on their menus. 

As we get ready for the winter season, don’t forget our annual holiday decorating 
contest. Prizes will be awarded for the top decorated homes so there will be no shortage 
of beautifully festooned buildings in Elmwood Park. Make a point to walk or drive 
our streets during the holidays to take in the many wonderful sights of the season. I 
also want to remind everyone to make sure the holiday season is a safe one by taking 
common sense precautions when putting up holiday decorations. Don’t use any 
lights with damaged or frayed wires or bulbs and please check your smoke detectors. 
Keep the holidays safe for everyone and look for more tips from our police and fire 
department later in this newsletter.

Finally, don’t forget that vehicle stickers are due January 31st. Don’t delay and be 
caught in a bind. Get your sticker now!

It is my sincere hope that all of you have the most wonderful Holiday Season 
possible. I know that I will as I give thanks for my family, for Elmwood Park and for  
all of you.

Warmest of holiday wishes,

Angelo “Skip” Saviano
Elmwood Park Village President

11 Conti Parkway
Elmwood Park, IL 60707

p. 708.452.7300
f. 708.452.3957
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Holiday House Decorating Contest
Enter your house or business!

The Village Clerk’s office will again be sponsoring the community 
wide Holiday House Decorating Contest this year with residents 
participating in friendly competition that lights up the community.

“This is always a highlight of the holiday season and we want 
to thank all the residents who put so much work and love into their 
displays. Growing up here, our neighborhood has always been 
a great place to see decorations,” said Village Clerk Gina Pesko. 
“We also want to thank the local merchants who have agreed to 
donate gift certificates to the winners.”

Winners will be selected in January at the conclusion of the 
Holiday season. For more information, please contact the Clerk’s 
office at (708) 452-3911.

Mark your calendar for the 
annual kids winter carnival, 
filled with festivities and 
activities. This year’s 
carnival is set for Saturday, March 14th, 2020, at the Parks & Rec 
Center, 2 Conti Parkway. The festivities begin at 11 a.m. and run 
until 3 p.m.

“This event is a great opportunity for kids to get out of the 
house and spend time with other children expending some 
energy,” said Village Trustee Angie Stranges. “It’s a great 
opportunity to do something different with your children and 
socialize with other families.”

The Winter Carnival will feature an inflatable jump and obstacle 
course, carnival games, crafts, and food. Kids from pre-school 
through 6th grade are welcome to attend. Admission is free!

Kids Winter Carnival–Save the date!
Saturday, March 14th, 2020 for pre-school to 6th graders

Family Fit Club Coming to Parks and Rec
Jump start your Sunday with exercise and fun  
for the whole family

The owners of Re-New studio will be hosting a family fit 
club on Sunday, December 8th and Sunday, January 12th 
at 11:30 a.m. for the whole family. Re-New Studio has a 
wide variety of exercises that are suitable for all levels so 
come out to the Parks and Recreation Center and escape 
the winter chill with some indoor activities. Visit parks.
elmwoodpark.org for more information on signing up.
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Seventh Annual Fight Night Coming Up
Mark your calendars for a night of boxing

Get your friends together to sit ring side on Friday, February 21st, 
2020! The seventh annual Fight Night will feature live amateur 
boxing at the Park & Recreation Center, 2 Conti Parkway.

“Fight Night brings people from all over the area to watch live 
boxing in Elmwood Park,” said Village Trustee Alan Kaminski. 
“The fights are great entertainment and the Parks & Recreation 
building is completely transformed for the event. It’s really a great 
experience and a lot of fun."

Attendees will enjoy special entertainment from the Jersey 
Girls and Donny G in between bouts, so there will never be a 
dull moment. Food and drink will also be available for purchase. 
Tickets for the boxing match-ups will be available for $50 at  
Village Hall during normal business hours.  

Restaurant Week is Just Around the Corner
Third annual event will showcase local restaurants
The third annual Restaurant Week is coming back to 
Elmwood Park and food lovers will again have the 
opportunity to sample some of the Village’s finest local 
restaurants. This year, Restaurant Week will run from 
February 21st through March 1st with local eateries featuring 
special dishes and deals.

“Restaurant Week is a big success for our local businesses 
and draws people from all over the area to Elmwood Park,” 
said Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano. “Our dining 
scene is second to none and we’re proud to showcase all of 
the great food that is offered here.”

Elmwood Park has a long-standing reputation for being 
home to some outstanding restaurants.  Participating venues 
will offer special menus at promotional prices during 
the event. So save the date and don’t miss this exciting 
opportunity to taste Elmwood Park’s most delectable dishes!

Now is the time to purchase your 2020 Village Vehicle Stickers! These stickers 
must be purchased and applied to the inner, lower right passenger-side of the 
windshield by January 31st, 2020, to avoid late fees and citations, so don’t wait!

The cost for registering a passenger car is $30. Seniors (65 and older) pay $5 
if they buy the sticker before January 31st, 2020. 

Vehicle stickers are on sale both in person and online. Those who would  
like to pay online should visit the online portal via the Village website at  
www.elmwoodpark.org. Note that the online option is only for those residents 
who are renewing stickers. 

Residents who want to buy their stickers in person should bring their  
pre-printed forms to Village Hall, 11 Conti Parkway during normal business 
hours. New residents must bring their vehicle registration form and a state I.D. 
with their new Elmwood Park address on it. For more information, please call 
(708) 452-3900.

Vehicle stickers on sale
Purchase by January 31st, 2020
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VILLAGE NEWS 

The Village is again preparing for a snowy winter by implementing 
its curbside snow removal plan this season. The program is designed 
to speed the process of clearing Elmwood Park streets after a 
snowfall of two inches or greater.

“The curbside snow removal plan has proven a tried and true 
method for clearing streets for residents in a fast and efficient manner,” 
Public Works Director Dino Braglia. “Hopefully we won’t have to 
implement it too often this winter, but we’ll be ready if we do.”

If there is a snowfall of two inches or more, and the center lanes of 
residents’ streets have been plowed, residents will then be notified of 
the curbside snow removal plan via Blackboard Connect, which sends 
out automated phone calls, emails and text alerts.

If curbside snow removal is set to begin on an ODD-numbered 
date, no parking would be allowed on the sides of streets with ODD-
numbered addresses between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. that day. The following 
day, no parking would be allowed on the sides of streets with even-
numbered addresses.

EXAMPLE: The Village notifies residents that Curbside Snow 
Removal is set to begin on December 20th. No parking would be allowed 
on the even-numbered side of the streets that day between 8 a.m. and  
5 p.m. On December 21st, vehicles would not be permitted to park on  
the odd-numbered side of the streets.

Curbside snow removal plan keeps streets clear
Kicks in after two inches of snow or more

SNOW REMOVAL HOTLINE: 
(708) 395-4040

Parking restrictions on curbside snow removal days apply 
to all Village streets, with the exception of Harlem, Belmont, 
Grand and North Avenues. 

Failure to comply with these restrictions could result in cars 
being towed at the owner’s expense along with a fine of $50.

Residents can call the snow removal hotline number at 
(708) 395-4040.

Kid's Halloween Party full of spooky fun
The annual Kid's Halloween party was a blast this year, with 
a number of little ghouls and ghosts coming out to decorate 
pumpkins, play games, and have fun!
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Travel during the holidays
Many people choose to travel by car during the holidays. Keep 
your family safe by getting a good night’s sleep and leaving 
early to avoid the stress of running late. Your car should have an 
emergency preparedness kit stowed somewhere and all of your 
passengers should be buckled up. 

Always make sure that you have a designated driver to make 
sure everyone gets home safely and remember to put that cell 
phone away!

Decorating Safely
Everyone loves a festively decorated home during the holidays 
and following a few simple steps can ensure that your family 
stays safe. 

To keep your family safe, make sure to keep potentially 
poisonous plants like mistletoe away from children. If you choose 
to buy a real Christmas tree, purchase one with healthy, green 
needles, cut the bottom two inches off the tree and keep it well 
watered. If you go the artificial route, make sure that your tree 
is labeled “fire resistant.” Keep trees at least three feet from heat 
sources and don’t block doorways. Get rid of dried out trees 
by recycling them or leaving them for trash pickup. Dried trees 
should not be stored around the house as they are a fire hazard.

When decorating your tree, keep breakable ornaments or 
decorations with small parts out of reach of children and use 
only indoor lights in your house. Replace any old or worn 
light strands and follow manufacturer recommendations for 
the number of light sets that can be plugged into any socket. 
Remember to always turn off lights and decorations when going 
to bed or leaving the house. 

Watch out for fire starters
The holiday season often 
means fireplaces and candles 
get more use. Test your  
smoke alarms and tell your 
guests about your home fire 
escape plan. 

Make sure candles, matches, 
and lighters are kept out of reach of children and consider using 
flameless candles especially near combustible materials. 

If using a fireplace, never burn wrapping paper, trees, or 
wreaths and always use a screen when the fire is burning. Check 
and clean your chimney and fireplace at least once a year.

Entertaining
Parties are a great way to celebrate the spirit of the holidays 
with food and friends. 

If you’re entertaining in your home make sure that someone 
is always present in the kitchen when food is cooking and all 
trip hazards are kept off of the floor. Children should be kept at 
least three feet away from the stove 
to avoid splashes and spills from  
hot food and liquids. 

Make sure your guests have 
designated drivers or other 
transportation if they are 
consuming alcohol.

The Elmwood Park Police and Fire Departments would like 
to wish everyone a safe and happy holiday season!

Holiday season safety tips  
from the Elmwood Park Police and Fire Departments

First Responders have reminders for staying safe with family and friends over the holidays

As always, dial 9-1-1 in an emergency or call the Elmwood Park Police Department at (708) 453-2137 with any questions you have.

HOLIDAY SAFETY 

Keep sidewalks clear of snow and Ice
With winter weather on the way, please make sure your property is 
free from snow or ice for your safety and the safety of your neighbors.   
Please read the Village code below.  

Sec. 45-10: Removal of Snow and Ice from Sidewalks:

Every owner, tenant, lessee, occupant or other person having 
charge of any building or lot of ground abutting upon any street, 
avenue or public place in the village shall remove the snow and 
ice from the sidewalk in front of such building or lot of ground 
within three hours after the same has fallen; provided, that if 
such snow falls or accumulates after 4:00 p.m. or on Sundays,  
it shall be removed before 10:00 a.m. on the following day. 
(Code 1943, § 906.01.)

Thanks for your cooperation in this important safety matter!
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SENIORS

Trips & Excursions

Potawatomi Casino
Wednesday, January 22nd, 2020

Cost: $27/person, $10 toward lunch
Departure/return: 8:00 a.m. / 4:00 p.m.

Island Resort Casino
Wednesday – Friday, February 19th – 21st, 2020

Seniors are welcome to invite (adult) friends and family 
members, including those who don’t reside in Elmwood Park, 
to join them on trips and excursions hosted by the Village of 
Elmwood Park. Call Seniors Coordinator Tina Gordon at  
(708) 452-3962 (or email cgordon@elmwoodpark.org) to  
make reservations today!

December 2nd

 Luncheon at Elmcrest Banquets. Entertainment 
price to be determined. 

December 16th 
Members Only Christmas Party

2020
January 6th 

Coffee & Donuts and Bingo

January 27th 
Coffee & Donuts with the Fire Department 

Elmwood Park Senior Club  
Calendar of Events

Senior Citizen Dance was a  
Spooky Success 
A fun night full of costumes, food, fun, and good friends 
was enjoyed by over 100 senior citizen residents. 

Thanks to the Elmwood Park High School Athletic 
Varsity Club for volunteering. The club helped set up, 
served coffee, judged the costume contest, and enjoyed 
the dance with the attendees. We also appreciated the 
library for running a photo both. It was one of the 
highlights of the party. It is nice to see the community 
come together to enjoy a fun filled night.
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LIBRARY News… brought to you by the Elmwood Park Public Library
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Elmwood Park Public Library 1 Conti Parkway (708) 453-7645 • www.elmwoodparklibrary.org 
Library Hours: Mon. – Thurs.: 9 – 9 • Fri.: 9 – 6 • Sat.: 9 – 5 • Sun.: 1 – 5 (Closed Memorial Day – Labor Day)

Connect with the Friends
Become a Member of the Friends of the Library
The Friends are a group of volunteers who raise money to help 
our Library be an outstanding resource for the community 

by supporting Library 
programs, collections,  
and services.

Being a member of the Friends can be as simple as making 
the annual $5 membership donation, or can be as involved as 
participating in our monthly meetings to discuss book sales, 
special events, and other ways to support the Library. Visit our 
website for more information & a membership form: About > 
General > Friends of the Elmwood Park Public Library

Apply for Volunteer Scholarship
Graduating high school and continuing your 
schooling? The Friends of the Library want 
to help! Each year the Friends offer a 
$500 scholarship to an Elmwood Park 
young adult who will be attending their 
first year of college or trade school, and 
has been an active volunteer with the 
Elmwood Park Public Library and the 
Friends of the Library.

Deadline to apply is March 2nd, 2020. 
Visit our website for an application form 
and more information about volunteering:  
About > General > Friends Scholarship

Connect with Loved Ones
Do you have a loved one suffering from Alzheimer’s, dementia, 
or memory loss? Try one of three new kits in our Beyond Books 
collection designed to relieve the stress, anxiety, and depression 
of the patient, as well as reduce their agitation. The Baby 
Doll, Music Therapy, and Hollywood Icons therapy kits were 
generously provided by a grant from AgeOptions of Oak Park. 
Visit our website for more information:
How Do I? > Special Collections > Beyond Books

Connect to the Library’s Future
This spring the Library will be crafting its 2020 – 
2023 strategic plan, and we would love to connect 
with you to hear about your family’s needs & interests 
with respect to the Library and our community. 

Please make your voice heard:
• Join us this winter for one of our 60-minute focus group 

sessions at the Library (refreshments will be served). Please 
register for one of the following dates:  
Jan. 14 – 1:30 p.m. | Jan. 16 –  6:30 p.m. | Jan. 29 –  11 a.m. 
Feb. 20 –  6:30 p.m. | Feb. 24 –  3 p.m.

• Fill out a survey at the Library or through our website:  
About > 2020-2023 Strategic Plan

We look forward to hearing from you!

More Accessible Connections
Thanks to a grant from AgeOptions, we have been able to make 
the Library more accessible with various items for in-house use.

- Ask at the front desk to borrow a 
wheelchair or walker to make getting 
around the Library easier.

- Using a computer? Ask at either the Adult 
or Kids & Teens desks to borrow a large 
print keyboard or an oversize mouse with 
tracking ball and button controls. 

- Make reading easier with reading glasses 
or an LED magnifying glass, available at the Adult Services desk.

We are excited to offer these new items for Library visitors. 
Please let us know what else the Library can do to 

help make your visit easier and more accessible.

Connect to Books 
Winter Reading Program
January 6 – February 29

Make some cocoa, grab a 
blanket, and cozy up with 
a good book this winter 
to earn a treat through our 

Winter Reading Program!

Kids & Teens – Get local 
restaurant coupons for signing up. Then 

complete your Winter Reading bingo card to earn a 
book, another coupon, and a prize drawing entry.

Adults – Read two books for a gift and a prize drawing entry. 
Keeping reading for more prize drawing entries.
Stop by the Library or visit our website for more information.

Connect to Fun & Learning
Check the Programs/Events section of our website for the scoop 
on our programs, including:

• Celebrate with Songs & Santa (Dec. 17, Ages 3 – 9)
• Dave Herzog’s Marionettes Snow Show (Dec. 10, Family)
• Knit/Crochet-a-thon (Jan. 11, Adults)
• Valentine Social (Feb. 13, Adults)
• Designing Business Cards w/Canva (Feb. 20, Adults)

Don’t forget regularly occurring programs - Story Time, Chair 
Yoga, and weekly movies – are waiting for you. Get more info on 
programs and new books with our eNewsletter! Visit the About 
section of our website to sign up.

Nuestro boletín informativo está disponible en español en línea.

Our newsletter is also available online in Polish & Spanish.

Nasz biuletyn internetowy dostępny po polsku.
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Visit www.elmwoodpark.org for current news and events and where all kinds of great resources can be found, including numerous ways 
residents can “keep in touch” through Facebook and Twitter! Or email the village with questions or concerns at village@elmwoodpark.org.
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a meeting with Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano.
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A warm welcome to Union Tap and Gringo & Blondie
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Two new restaurants have joined Elmwood Park’s bustling dining 
scene this year. The Union Tap in the village circle and Gringo & 
Blondie in Restaurant Row on North Avenue.

“We’re thrilled to be adding these new options to our popular 
dining scene,” said Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano. 
“Elmwood Park is a great destination for eating but it’s also a great 
place to open a business.”

The Union Tap is now open at 7707 Westwood Drive and features 
a full bar and restaurant serving up American favorites like burgers 
and wings. Hours are Monday through Wednesday 4 p.m. – 1 a.m.; 
Thursday and Friday 4 p.m. – 2 a.m.; Saturday 11 a.m. – 3 a.m.; and 
Sunday 11 a.m. – 1 a.m.

Gringo & Blondie is a new taqueria and churreria located at 7514 
North Avenue. The Mexican restaurant will serve lunch, dinner, and 
drinks. Don’t miss their delicious barbacoa tacos and save room for 
their fresh, hot churros! 


