
October, 2019

Elmwood Park, IL 60707
p. 708.452.7300
f. 708.452.3957

Angelo “Skip” Saviano
Village President

Gina Pesko
Village Clerk

Alan Kaminski
Jeff Sargent

Angela Stranges
Anthony Del Santo
Angelo J. Lollino

Jonathan L. Zivojnovic
Village Trustees

a message from Village President 
Skip Saviano

A  s we all move into the Autumn and the cool crisp 
days ahead, I can’t help thinking back a bit on 

the wonderful summer we have enjoyed. As Village 
President, it is one of my joys to get to know so many of 
you who call Elmwood Park home. Over the past several 
decades, I have watched entire families grow as new 
babies were born, children went to school, got married, 

earned meaningful jobs and today are starting that process all over. I am proud to live 
in Elmwood Park – and privileged to be your Village President. I am grateful for the 
opportunity. And this past summer was spectacular in Elmwood Park with our many 
activities, like the Taste of Elmwood Park, movies in the park and concerts in the 
circle. The bocce courts were busy all summer long hosting leagues and tournaments. 
We had two incredible car shows in the circle and when the summer sun was shining, 
familes could cool off spending their days at the pool. 

But as the seasons change so do our activities in Elmwood Park. Our children are 
back in school now so please be careful driving. Also, when doing yard clean up this 
fall, remember our leaf collection as you tidy your lawns. It runs from October 28th 
to December 6th.

Fall is also a good time for an invigorating stroll, perhaps around the circle 
where you can take in a great meal at one of Elmwood Park’s fine restaurants like 
Eggsperience or 18 West. And don’t miss out on the great eateries on our North 
Avenue “Restaurant Row”. There is truly something for everyone.

Speaking of North Avenue, we are putting the finishing touches on another robust 
construction season that included the building of another parking lot along North 
Avenue – this one at 76th Avenue.  We are finishing up a water main replacement 
project along 73rd Avenue. We are continuing to work on a street resurfacing 
program throughout the south side of town and we are building yet another Green 
Alley using federal grant funds awarded by the County. I hope to see all of you out 
at the Holiday Stroll on December 6th when we officially kick off the holiday season.

Sincerely,

 Angelo “Skip” Saviano 
Elmwood Park Village President 

SAVE THE DATES! 

Village Board Meetings

October 7th

November 4th

December 2nd

6 p.m. in the Village Board Room

Leaf Pickup 

October 28th – December 6th 

Kids Halloween Party

Wednesday, October 31st 

4 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

Parks & Rec Center

Vehicle Stickers on sale

Friday, November 1st

Village Hall or online at 

www.elmwoodpark.org

Holiday Stroll

Friday, December 6th

6 p.m.

Village Circle
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

The Village’s annual 
Halloween Party is always 
packed with fun. Held at 
the Parks & Rec Center, 
2 Conti Parkway, the 
Halloween Party will 
feature games, pumpkin 
decorating for the first 
250 children, crafts, and 
candy prizes for young 
children and their families. 
The party will take place 
Thursday, October 31st from 4 p.m. to 6 p.m., and is for kids 13 and 
younger. Kids are highly encouraged to wear their costumes.

Kids Halloween Party
Fun for families with small kids

2020 Vehicle Stickers on Sale November 1st

Must be displayed by January 31st, 2020

The annual Holiday Stroll is our official start to the holiday season. Our Public Works 
Department always does a spectacular job of decorating around town. Mark your 
calendar and come join us as we brighten up the night with thousands of lights around 
Conti Parkway. 

“The Holiday Stroll is a great annual event,” said Village Trustee Angie Stranges. 
“Everyone comes out and enjoys the festive atmosphere and its a great way to kick off 
the holiday season!” 

Holiday Stroll
Friday, December 6th, 6 p.m.

Code Corner
Keep Elmwood Park Clean & Tidy

Just a friendly reminder that even though 
our new garbage company, Lakeshore 
Recycling, takes unlimited garbage 
without stickers, garbage must be INSIDE 
your receptacle with the lid closed 
whenever possible.  Any extra items must 
be stacked neatly beside your container 
and CANNOT be discarded until the night 
before your scheduled pickup day.  

Code Enforcement will give a written 
warning to residents with garbage in the 
alley or curbside several days prior to your 
garbage day.  Failure to comply may result 
in issued citations with possible fines.  

Please help us keep Elmwood Park a 
beautiful place to live, work and play!

Elmwood Park vehicle 
stickers will be 
available for purchase 
on November 1st. The 
cost for registering 
a passenger car is 
$30. Seniors (65 and 
older) pay $5 if they 
buy the sticker before 
January 31st, 2020. 
Stickers must be 
purchased and applied 
to the inner lower 
right passenger-side 
of the windshield by 
January 31st to avoid 
late fees and citations. 
Vehicle stickers are 
on sale both in person 
and online. Those 
who would like to pay 
online should visit the 
online portal via the 
village website at www.elmwoodpark.org. Note that the online 
option is only for those residents who are renewing stickers. 
Residents who want to buy their stickers in person must bring 
their pre-printed forms to Village Hall, 11 Conti Parkway  
during normal business hours. For more information, please  
call (708) 452-3900.
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Curbside leaf collection
October 28th - December 6th

The Village again this 
year will be assisting 
residents with fall 
leaves. Curbside leaf 
collection begins on 
October 28th and will 
coincide with regular 
designated “Street 
Cleaning Days” 
posted on parking 
restriction signs on all Village streets.

“We’re grateful that our Public Works Department can 
provide this service in the village,” said Elmwood Park 
Trustee Jeff Sargent. “All that the Public Works Department 
asks is that residents remember this is for leaves only, not 
tree branches or other yard waste.”

Residents should not rake leaves to the curb until one to 
two days before scheduled collection dates. If they prefer, 
residents can place leaves in yard-waste bags for collection 
with the regular garbage.

Fall Fest brings families and  
neighbors together 
Scarecrow building, live entertainment and more

Elmwood Park’s annual autumn festival featured 
live entertainment, local food vendors and plenty 
of fun for the whole family again this year. 

“I always enjoy the change in seasons  
and Fall Fest is a great celebration as we 
transition into the cooler months,” said  
Jonathan Zivojnovic. 

Families enjoyed 
inflatable bounce 
houses, pony rides, 
a petting zoo, and 
pumpkin decorating 
and of course, 
scarecrow building. 

Tumbling and Trampoline Club
Classes for ages 1 to 18 at the Parks & Rec Center

Tumbling and trampoline classes with Infinity and Beyond Academy 
are back again this year offering classes for kids ages 1 to 18 in all 
abilities. Children will begin with core elements of tumbling and 
trampoline followed by total body conditioning and advanced skills. A 
unique staff team will be lead 
by Cassia Cantelmo, Owner and 
CEO of Infinity and Beyond 
Academy. Cantelmo has been 
a gymnastic, tumbling and 
trampoline coach for over  
30 years. You can contact  
Parks and Recreation at  
(708) 452-3935 for more 
information. Register online at 
www.parks.elmwoodpark.org. 

Classes run from September 2019 through April 2020. The cost of 
classes is $35 for ages 12 –14 months, $40 for ages 2 – 3, $45 for ages 
3 – 5, $50 for beginners in the 5 – 6-year-old range and 6 – 18-year-old 
range. Advanced travel and team classes are also available for ages 6 – 
18 and range from $110  –  $160. 
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VILLAGE NEWS 
The Fire Wire…News and updates from the Fire Department

Fire Pits
With the changing weather and cooler 
temperatures, many people love to sit around 
a fire pit on a cool fall night. Fire pits are 
allowed in Elmwood Park but residents 
should be sure they are familiar with the 
village’s fire pit ordinance to keep themselves 
and their neighbors safe. Any residents with 
questions can call the non-emergency line 
at the Fire Department at (708) 453-2600. 
To make sure you are in compliance, follow 
these regulations:
Location: All fire pit fires must be in an Underwriters 
Laboratories (UL) approved container, designed and 
manufactured for that purpose and must not be located less than 
fifteen feet from and combustible structure or material including 
but not limited to: houses, sheds, wood and leaf piles. Fire pits can 
be used on masonry or concrete patios. Fire pits are not allowed 
on any combustible surface or on any balconies.
Adult Monitoring: Any fire pit in use must be constantly 
monitored by an adult until the fire is extinguished. This means 
that no one under the age of 18 is allowed to ignite, monitor, or 
extinguish any fire pit.
Fire Extinguisher: An operable fire extinguisher with a minimum 
4-A rating or other means to extinguish a fire such as a charged 
garden hose must be immediately available and maintained near 
the location of the fire pit.

Fuel: Only seasoned, dry firewood or 
manufactured fire logs are allowed to be 
burned in fire pits. Propane and other similar 
gases may also be burned. No other gas or 
items such as paper, grass, leaves, branches, 
tree limbs or other yard or construction waste 
is allowed to be burned as fuel in any fire pit.
Hours: The use of fire pits is prohibited 
between midnight and 9:00 a.m.
Smoke nuisance: The smoke generated by 

any fire pit shall not be a nuisance to any adjacent property. Any 
fire pit that produces smoke that is reasonably objectionable to 
any adjacent property, due to the size of the fire or atmospheric 
or wind conditions, is prohibited. In the event that a resident 
complains to the police or fire departments of the village, the 
official in charge shall make the determination as to whether any 
fire pit or smoke therefrom is offensive, and upon determining 
that any such fire pit or smoke is offensive, the fire shall be 
extinguished by the owner or operator of the fire pit.

Change your clocks AND your smoke detector batteries
The Elmwood Park Fire Department is 
reminding residents to change the batteries 
in their smoke detectors once a year. They 
recommend changing them when you turn your 
clocks back on Sunday, November 3rd. 

Stay safe while running outside
Walking and running are popular ways to stay fit. Here are some 
tips for staying safe while running and walking outside:
• Have a partner   There is safety in numbers. Walk or run with a 

friend to increase your safety. If you don’t have someone to run 
with get a dog or see if you can borrow one for runs. 

• Avoid walking or running at night  Stay in well-lit,  
populated areas.

• If you must run or walk alone, plan your outing 
Tell others where you are going and how long it should take.

• Do not walk or run with earphones  When loud music is 
playing in your ears, it is difficult to hear a potential attacker 
approaching. If you must run with music, use one earpiece. 

• Alter your route  Walking or running the same route or two, 
day after day, can make you an easy target for stalkers.

• Don’t take short cuts  Don’t take short cuts through vacant  
lots, construction sites, parks or fields. 

• Run or walk against traffic  Always face traffic so you can 
observe oncoming vehicles. This helps prevent traffic related 
accidents and also makes it harder for someone to abduct you  
in a vehicle.

• Wear comfortable clothes and reflective material  This 
increases freedom of movement and makes you more easily  
seen to motorists.

• Don’t wear jewelry or carry cash
• Always carry identification  You can write your name, phone 

number and blood type on the inside of your athletic shoe if you 
don’t have a place to carry identification.

• Carry runner’s mace  This can be used to fend off dogs  
and/or attackers. 

• If you sense that you are being followed, move to the nearest 
well-lit, open business or where other people are gathered. 

• Never hitchhike or accept a ride from a stranger
• Be alert and don’t be an easy target
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As Halloween approaches, parents, motorists, and community members can do their part to make 
sure that everyone stays safe. The Elmwood Park Police Department is recommending a number 
of safety tips to keep kids, parents, and homeowners safe as children race door-to-door to stock 
up on candy and goodies.

“We want kids to have fun, but we want them to be safe,” said Elmwood Park Police Chief 
Frank Fagiano. “If parents take a few minutes to go over our tips, we know we can prevent 
serious injury on what should be a fun-filled afternoon and evening.”

Help keep our kids safe this Halloween
Safety tips from the Elmwood Park Police Department

For trick-or-treaters and parents
• Have kids trick-or-treat in a group escorted by a  

parent or adult.
• Give your older children a set time to return home. 

Review where he or she will be trick-or-treating.
• Kids should only visit people you know.
• Do not wear masks that obstruct vision or hearing. 

Consider using face paint instead of a mask.
• Avoid plastic or wood costume props, such as daggers  

or swords. Substitute with foam rubber props.
• Make sure costumes fit well. It is easy to trip on  

costumes that are too long. Avoid wearing oversized  
or high-heeled shoes that make it easy to trip.

• Make it easy for drivers to see you. Cross streets  
at the corner within the crosswalk and look both  
ways before crossing. Wear brightly colored clothing  
and put reflective strips or glow-in-the-dark patches  
on costumes.

• Go trick-or-treating early. If you must go out at night, 
carry a flashlight.

• Instruct children not to eat collected goodies until  
an adult inspects them.

The Elmwood Park Police Department will have an increased 
number of officers assigned to the evening shift on Halloween night. 
While safety and crime prevention is the primary purpose of the 
additional officers, criminal acts and violations of local ordinances 
will not be tolerated, and offenders will be arrested or issued 
citations.

Dial 9-1-1 in an emergency, or (708) 453-2137 for any questions 
you may have.

For homeowners:
• Remove any obstacles 

from your sidewalk, 
stairs, or porch to 
prevent falls.

• Turn on outside lights 
so trick-or-treaters can 
find their way to your door.

• Keep open flames away from your landing or doorstep to avoid 
any contact with costumes.

For Motorists
• Drive slowly and use extra caution at intersections.
• Keep your eyes peeled for trick-or-treaters darting out from 

between parked cars.

Have a Safe Thanksgiving
Did you know that 

Thanksgiving is the 

leading day of the 

year for home fires 

involving cooking 

equipment?

The kitchen is 

the heart of the 

home, especially at 

Thanksgiving. Kids 

love to be involved 

in holiday preparations. Safety in the kitchen is important, 

especially on Thanksgiving Day when there is a lot of activity 

and people at home.

Have activities that keep kids out of the kitchen during this 

busy time. Games, puzzles or books can keep them busy. Kids 

can get involved in Thanksgiving preparations with recipes or 

decorations that can be done outside the kitchen.

Some helpful tips to keep you and your family safe:
• Stay in the kitchen when you are cooking on the stovetop so you 

can keep an eye on the food.
• Stay in the home when cooking your turkey and check on it 

frequently.
• Keep children away from the stove. The stove will be hot and kids 

should stay 3 feet away.
• Make sure kids stay away from hot food and liquids. The steam or 

splash from vegetables, gravy or coffee could cause serious burns.
• Keep the floor clear so you don’t trip over kids, toys, pocketbooks 

or bags.
• Keep knives out of the reach of children.
• Be sure electric cords from an electric knife, coffee maker, plate 

warmer or mixer are not dangling off the counter within easy  
reach of a child.

• Keep matches and utility lighters out of the reach of children —  
up high in a locked cabinet.

• Never leave children alone in room with a lit candle.
• Make sure your smoke alarms are working. Test them by pushing 

the test button.
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SENIORS

Seniors Dial-A-Ride Bus hours
The Dial-a-Ride door-to-door bus service is available for anyone 
65 or older, and to residents with disabilities or special needs. 
Service area boundaries are from Irving Park Road to Lake Street, 
and from Narragansett to 25th Avenue. Ride stops include:
Elmwood Park restaurants, markets, banks and Metra Station; 
Gottlieb Hospital; Harlem and Irving Plaza; Brickyard Mall; 
Thatcher Woods Mall; Winston Plaza Shops; Downtown Oak Park.

To schedule your next trip, call (708) 452-3902. Appointments 
can be made up to two weeks in advance of pick-up. (Same 
day scheduling is limited.) Cancellations must be made at least 
24 hours before scheduled pick-up. The bus operates Mondays 
through Fridays from 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Saturdays from  
8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. There is no service on Sundays.

Trips & Excursions
Seniors are welcome to invite (adult) friends and family members, 
including those who don’t reside in Elmwood Park, to join them 
on trips and excursions hosted by the Village of Elmwood Park. 
Call Seniors Coordinator Tina Gordon at (708) 452-3962 or email 
cgordon@elmwoodpark.org to make reservations today!

Medicare Open Enrollment for 2020
Open enrollment for Medicare starts 
October 15th and ends December 7th. 

During this time, you can 
change from Original Medicare to a 
Medicare Advantage Plan or change 
from a Medicare Advantage Plan 
back to Original Medicare. 

Open enrollment also allows you to switch from one 
Medicare Advantage Plan to another Medicare Advantage 
Plan, switch from a Medicare Advantage Plan that doesn't offer 
drug coverage to a Medicare Advantage Plan that offers drug 
coverage, switch from a Medicare Advantage Plan that offers 
drug coverage to a Medicare Advantage Plan that doesn't offer 
drug coverage.

During open enrollment you can also join a Medicare 
Prescription Drug Plan, switch from one Medicare drug plan to 
another Medicare drug plan, or drop your Medicare prescription 
drug coverage completely.

If you are interested in switching plans or checking out 
your plan options, contact Senior Advocate and Senior Health 
Insurance Program Counselor at (708) 452-3916 or drop in on 
Mondays, 9:30 a.m. – 3 p.m.

 Island Resort Casino in Michigan
 Wednesday, October 30th – Friday, November 1st

Cost: $170/person dbl, $230/person single, $140/person triple 
Departure/Return: 8:00 a.m. day one/5:30 p.m. day three

Blue Chip Casino and a stop at Lighthouse  
Premium Outlet Mall
Wednesday, November 20th

Cost: $28.00 per person 
Departure/Return: 8:30 a.m./5:00 p.m.

Cost: $27 per person, Lunch included
Departure/Return: 8:00 a.m./4:00 p.m.

Cost: $130/person dbl, $170/person single, $115/person triple 
Departure/Return: 8:00 a.m. day one/5:30 p.m. day three

Island Resort Casino in Michigan
Wednesday, February 19th – Friday, February 21st, 2020

Potawatomi Casino
Wednesday, January 22nd, 2020

September 16th

 First meeting of the season. Entertainment 
Kat Litrenta

October 7th 
 Presentation from Dr. Wade, Superintendent 
Elmwood Park Schools, about the future of  
our schools

October 21st 
Sloppy Joe Day and Halloween Party

November 4th 
 Soup Demonstration presented by  
A Themed Event

November 18th 
Thanksgiving Luncheon 

December 2nd

Elmwood Park Senior Club Members Luncheon

December 16th 
Members Only Christmas Party

Elmwood Park Senior Club  
Calendar of Events
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Connect to the Library’s Future
This spring the Library completed its 2016 – 19 strategic plan, 
and while we have accomplished much, we always want to do 
more. This fall and winter the Library will be crafting its 2020 – 
2023 strategic plan, and we would love to connect with you to 
hear about you and your family's needs & interests—not only in 
relation to the Library, but in what you value in our community. 

We want your voice to be heard, so please:
• Join us this winter for one of our in-person discussions at the 

Library. Stay tuned for dates & times.
• Fill out a survey at the Library or on our 

website: elmwoodparklibrary.org,  
About > 2020-2023 Strategic Plan

• Attend our Snack & Chat session to 
talk or make suggestions on Tuesday, 
October 8th from 3 – 4 p.m. 

We look forward to hearing from you!

Connect with the New  
SWAN Libraries App

Connect with the  
Library wherever you 
go! With the new SWAN 
Libraries app you can search 
the catalog, place holds, view your 
checkouts, pay fines, download eBooks, 
and more. The app even stores your library card 
number, in case you forget your actual card!  
Just log in with your library card number and 
PIN to get set up and access the SWAN Catalog 
and My Account features.

Get the app for Apple & Android devices. For more details and 
download links, visit elmwoodparklibrary.org, then go to:  
How Do I? > My Library Account > SWAN Libraries App

Connect to Fun & Learning
Check the Programs/Events section of our website for the scoop 
on our programs, including:

• Traditional Chinese Music: The Music of Shen Yun  
(October 12th, Adults) 

• Dave Herzog’s Marionettes Halloween Show  
(October 29th, Family)

• Holiday Photo Green Screen (November 11th, Family)
• Paw Patrol Party (November 14th, Ages 3 – 8)
• Kiwanis Holiday Bazaar (Nov. 16th, All ages)
• Action Scene Photography for Your Kids  

(November 23rd, All ages)

Don’t forget regularly occurring programs – Story Time, Chair 
Yoga, and weekly movies – are waiting for you. Get more info on 
programs and new books with our eNewsletter! Visit the About 
section of our website to sign up.

Connect to Illinois
We are excited to begin offering Elmwood Park 
library cardholders more options to connect with 
a variety of Illinois cultural attractions through 
the new Explore More Illinois! Among the 
many participating locations are the Chicago 
Children’s Museum (Navy Pier), the Illinois Holocaust Museum 
(Skokie), and the Ernest Hemingway Foundation (Oak Park).

For more info & to reserve tickets, visit our website and go to 
How Do I? > Special Collections > Museum Passes.

Connect with Art & Community
The Library is proud to 

be coordinating the 
installation of a public 
art piece with the 
You Are Beautiful 
cooperative (you-are-beautiful.com), 
along with SD401, EPNCO, EP Youth 
Commission, Dominican University, 

St. Celestine’s, and you!

Connect with us for one of our 
upcoming sessions to discuss ideas, our 

community values, and what inspires us to 
be ourselves and to be kind. Participants will 

also create their own works of art!  
Library Sessions:   October 19th • 2 – 3:30 p.m. 

November 19th • 7 – 8:30 p.m.
School Sessions: Stay tuned for dates, times, and locations

Connect with Tutors
Homework 911 – Students in grades K – 6 can 
connect with certified teachers at the Library on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. to 
get help with homework.

Tutor.com – Students in grades K – 12 can connect to online 
homework help from real tutors using Tutor.com, either on a 
computer or through the app. For more details and links to  
Tutor.com, visit elmwoodparklibrary.org then go to: 
Research/Learning > Homework Help for Kids & Teens.

LIBRARY News.. brought to you by the Elmwood Park Public Library

7Elmwood Park Public Library 1 Conti Parkway (708) 453-7645 • www.elmwoodparklibrary.org 
Library Hours: Mon. – Thurs.: 9 – 9 • Fri.: 9 – 6 • Sat.: 9 – 5 • Sun.: 1 – 5 (Closed Memorial Day – Labor Day)
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Visit elmwoodpark.org for current news and events and where all kinds of great resources can be found, including numerous ways residents 
can “keep in touch” through Facebook and Twitter! Or email the village with questions or concerns at village@elmwoodpark.org.

Village Hall: Phone 708.452.7300 Fax: 708.452.3957
Police Dept.:  Phone 708.453.2137 Emergency: 911
Fire Dept.: Phone 708.453.2600 Emergency: 911

Trustee in the Hall Program Call 708.452.7300 to schedule an 
appointment with a Village Trustee; or 708.452.3922 to schedule  
a meeting with Village President Angelo “Skip” Saviano.

TASTE OF ELMWOODPARK 2019 RECAP
Trustees Anthony Del Santo • Angelo J. Lollino • Alan T. Kaminski • Jeff Sargent • Angela Stranges • Jonathan L. Zivojnovic 

2019 Taste of Elmwood Park a Success 
Another great year on the books

People came from all over the region again this year to sample 
the great food that Elmwood Park has become known for. Full 
of delicious eats from local restaurants and great entertainment, 
the Taste made for a fun packed weekend. 

“The Taste was a resounding success,” said Trustee Angelo 
Lollino. “We have a great restaurant scene in Elmwood Park 
and it’s always great to see all of the people come out and 
sample what our community has to offer.”

In addition to the great food and packed list of bands, the 
Taste continued to be a great family event with arts and crafts 
and carnival rides for the kids. The bocce ball tournament was 
back for another spirited competition and for the second year, 
the Taste Lounge, with its club vibe got rave reviews. 


